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the book focuses on the threat to free self development and the effort to ward off a perceived threat
of extinction as well as the development of self preservation forces the challenges for ethnic and
religious minorities in the 19th 21st centuries are explained and unfolded against the historical
background that serves as a frame of reference the royal privileges granted in medieval hungary
were abolished in the mid 19th century the german speaking people s church saxones in
transylvania founded on this had to reorient itself although a pioneer region of religious freedom
had established itself behind the ottoman curtain since the reception of the reformation the saxones
had been protestant at the end of the 19th century after the austro hungarian compromise this
minority realised the concept of cultural protestantism in its purest form ethnicity and religion were
understood to be congruent homogeneity of society was the ideal and affiliation with the german
empire was intensified economy science culture language as well as school and church were
understood as a unity segregation and emigration were frowned upon this concept fell into crisis
due to various developments including economic ones especially after the annexation of romania in
1918 national socialism was widely adopted along with anti semitism for exponents of the church
leadership the confessio augustana only served as a label on the one hand external pressure under
communist rule brought about a only conditionally possible retraditionalisation on the other hand it
led to the bleeding out of the congregations due to increased emigration free development has only

started again since the political upheaval in 1989 the church which has become small conveys
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important impulses and serves as a bridge to ecumenism
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