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first published in 1983 dean swift is the concluding book in a series of three volumes providing a detailed
exploration of the events of swift s life the third volume follows swift s life and career from 1714 to 1745 and
sets  it  against  the  public  events  of  the  age  paying  close  attention  to  political  and  economic  change
ecclesiastical problems social issues and literary history it traces swift s rise to becoming first citizen of
ireland and looks in detail at the composition publication and reception of gulliver s travels as well as many
of swift s other works both poetry and prose it also explores swift s later years his love affairs with esther
johnson and esther vanhomrigh his complicated friendships with pope lord bolingbroke and archbishop king
and his declining health dean swift is a hugely detailed insight into swift s life from 1714 until his death and
will be of interest to anyone wanting to find out more about his life and works

in his satirical novel the confidence man his masquerade herman melville crafts a complex narrative that
unfolds on a mississippi river steamboat where a mysterious conman assumes various identities to exploit
the gullibility of his fellow passengers this work is notable for its rich dialogue and innovative structure
employing a fragmentary style that reflects the disillusionment of 19th century america through clever
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disguises and philosophical discourse melville critiques human nature the american dream and the pervasive
theme of deception in society positioning the narrative in the context of post civil war uncertainties and
moral ambivalence herman melville a pivotal figure in american literature is best known for his masterwork
moby dick influenced by his own sea voyages and encounters with diverse cultures melville possessed a
deep understanding of the complexities of human behavior his exploration of existential themes and social
criticism in the confidence man resonates with his broader literary agenda reflecting his struggles with faith
and skepticism in an increasingly commercialized world for readers intrigued by psychological depth and
social commentary the confidence man his masquerade is an essential read it invites critical reflection on the
art of persuasion and the moral ambiguities of society making it a timeless exploration of identity and trust
that echoes in today s world
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