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covers the essential factors which shaped the battles and ultimately determined the outcome of the civil war

this title describes how civil war is defined and categorized and presents data and descriptions for nearly 300 civil wars waged

from 1816 to the present analyzing trends over time and regions this work is the definitive source for understanding the phenomenon

of civil war

succinct with a brace of original documents following each chapter christopher j olsen s the american civil war is the ideal

introduction to american history s most famous and infamous chapter covering events from 1850 and the mounting political

pressures to split the union into opposing sections through the four years of bloodshed and waning confederate fortunes to lincoln

s assassination and the advent of reconstruction the american civil war covers the entire sectional conflict and at every juncture

emphasizes the decisions and circumstances large and small that determined the course of events

history

this volume examines the daily lives of soldiers and families during the civil war considering the roles and experiences of men women

and children black and white with special sections on religion and popular culture

like its successful predecessors civil war curiosities and more civil war curiosities this book contains hundreds of tidbits about the

war between the states plus a bibliography of references for further reading on the subject
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infinitely readable and absorbing bruce catton s the civil war is one of the best selling most widely read general histories of the

war available in a single volume newly introduced by the critically acclaimed civil war historian james m mcpherson the civil war

vividly traces one of the most moving chapters in american history from the early division between the north and the south to the

final surrender of confederate troops catton s account of battles is carefully interwoven with details about the political

activities of the union and confederate armies and diplomatic efforts overseas this new edition of the civil war is a must have for

anyone interested in the war that divided america

pulitzer prize finalist winner of the frederick douglass book prize winner of the merle curti award mccurry strips the confederacy of

myth and romance to reveal its doomed essence dedicated to the proposition that men were not created equal the confederacy had

to fight a two front war not only against union armies but also slaves and poor white women who rose in revolt across the

south richly detailed and lucidly told confederate reckoning is a fresh bold take on the civil war that every student of the

conflict should read tony horwitz author of confederates in the attic mccurry challenges us to expand our definition of politics

to encompass not simply government but the entire public sphere the struggle for southern independence she shows opened the door

for the mobilization of two groups previously outside the political nation white women of the nonslaveholding class and slaves

confederate reckoning offers a powerful new paradigm for understanding events on the confederate home front eric foner the nation

perhaps the highest praise one can offer mccurry s work is to say that once we look through her eyes it will become almost

impossible to believe that we ever saw or thought otherwise at the outset of the book mccurry insists that she is not going to

ask or answer the timeworn question of why the south lost the civil war yet in her vivid and richly textured portrait of what

she calls the confederacy s undoing she has in fact accomplished exactly that drew gilpin faust new republic a brilliant eye opening

account of how southern white women and black slaves fatally undermined the confederacy from within edward bonekemper civil war
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news the story of the confederate states of america the proslavery antidemocratic nation created by white southern slaveholders

to protect their property has been told many times in heroic and martial narratives now however stephanie mccurry tells a very

different tale of the confederate experience when the grandiosity of southerners national ambitions met the harsh realities of wartime

crises unintended consequences ensued although southern statesmen and generals had built the most powerful slave regime in the

western world they had excluded the majority of their own people white women and slaves and thereby sowed the seeds of their

demise wartime scarcity of food labor and soldiers tested the confederate vision at every point and created domestic crises to

match those found on the battlefields women and slaves became critical political actors as they contested government enlistment

and tax and welfare policies and struggled for their freedom the attempt to repress a majority of its own population backfired on

the confederate states of america as the disenfranchised demanded to be counted and considered in the great struggle over slavery

emancipation democracy and nationhood that confederate struggle played out in a highly charged international arena the political

project of the confederacy was tried by its own people and failed the government was forced to become accountable to women and

slaves provoking an astounding transformation of the slaveholders state confederate reckoning is the startling story of this epic

political battle in which women and slaves helped to decide the fate of the confederacy and the outcome of the civil war

battle cry of freedom is the definitive one volume history of the civil war mcpherson s fast paced narrative fully integrates the

political social and military events that crowded the two decades from the outbreak of one war in mexico to the ending of

another at appomattox packed with drama and analytical insight the book vividly recounts the momentous episodes that preceded

the civil war the dred scott decision the lincoln douglas debates john brown s raid on harper s ferry and then moves into a

masterful chronicle of the war itself the battles the strategic maneuvering on both sides the politics and the personalities
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referring to the war that was raging across parts of the american landscape abraham lincoln told congress in 1862 we shall

nobly save or meanly lose the last best hope on earth lincoln recognized what was at stake in the american civil war not only

freedom for 3 5 million slaves but also survival of self government in the last place on earth where it could have the

opportunity of developing freely noted historian steven e woodworth tells the story of what many regard as the defining event in

united states history while covering all theaters of war he emphasizes the importance of action in the region between the

appalachians and the mississippi river in determining its outcome woodworth argues that the civil war had a distinct purpose that

was understood by most of its participants it was primarily a conflict over the issue of slavery the soldiers who filled the ranks

of the armies on both sides knew what they were fighting for the outcome of the war after its beginnings at fort sumter to the

confederate surrender four years later was the result of the actions and decisions made by those soldiers and millions of other

americans written in clear and compelling fashion this great struggle is their story and ours

before his death in 1870 robert e lee penned a letter to col charles marshall in which he argued that we must cast our eyes

backward in times of turmoil and change concluding that it is history that teaches us to hope charles pierce roland one of the

nation s most distinguished and respected historians has done exactly that devoting his career to examining the south s tumultuous

path in the years preceding and following the civil war history teaches us to hope reflections on the civil war and southern

history is an unprecedented compilation of works by the man the volume editor john david smith calls a dogged researcher gifted

stylist and keen interpreter of historical questions throughout his career roland has published groundbreaking books including the

confederacy 1960 the improbable era the south since world war ii 1976 and an american iliad the story of the civil war 1991 in

addition he has garnered acclaim for two biographical studies of civil war leaders albert sidney johnston 1964 a life of the top

field general in the confederate army and reflections on lee 1995 a revisionist assessment of a great but frequently misunderstood
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general the first section of history teaches us to hope the man the soldier the historian offers personal reflections by roland and

features his famous gi charlie speech a citizen soldier recalls world war ii civil war related writings appear in the following two

sections which include roland s theories on the true causes of the war and four previously unpublished articles on civil war

leadership the final section brings together roland s writings on the evolution of southern history and identity outlining his views

on the persistence of a distinct southern culture and his belief in its durability history teaches us to hope is essential reading for

those who desire a complete understanding of the civil war and southern history it offers a fascinating portrait of an

extraordinary historian

during the civil war both sides experimented with developing technologies exploding shells hot air balloons anesthesia land mines

submarines and the telegraph are a few of the unique technologies that union and confederate leaders used in their struggle to win

the war

more than one hundred and fifty years after the first shots were fired on fort sumter the civil war still captures the american

imagination and its reverberations can still be felt throughout america s social and political landscape louis p masur s the u s

civil war a very short introduction offers a masterful and eminently readable overview of the war s multiple causes and

catastrophic effects masur begins by examining the complex origins of the war focusing on the pulsating tensions over states rights

and slavery the book then proceeds to cover year by year the major political social and military events highlighting two important

themes how the war shifted from a limited conflict to restore the union to an all out war that would fundamentally transform

southern society and the process by which the war ultimately became a battle to abolish slavery masur explains how the war

turned what had been a loose collection of fiercely independent states into a nation remaking its political cultural and social
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institutions but he also focuses on the soldiers themselves both union and confederate whose stories constitute nothing less than

america s iliad in the final chapter masur considers the aftermath of the south s surrender at appomattox and the clash over the

policies of reconstruction that continued to divide president and congress conservatives and radicals southerners and northerners

for years to come in 1873 mark twain and charles dudley wrote that the war had wrought so profoundly upon the entire

national character that the influence cannot be measured short of two or three generations this concise history of the entire civil

war era offers an invaluable introduction to the dramatic events whose effects are still felt today

joseph eggleston johnston was one of the original five full confederate generals he graduated west point in the same 1829 class

as robert e lee and served in the war with mexico the seminole wars in florida and in texas and kansas by 1860 johnston was

widely looked upon as one of america s finest military officers during the civil war he commanded armies in virginia georgia and the

carolinas and served as commander of the entire western theater during a critical period of the war johnston s contributions to

the war effort however remain a lightning rod of controversy in the civil wars of general joseph e johnston richard m mcmurry

argues persuasively that the confederacy s most lethal enemy was the toxic dissension within the top echelons of its high command

the discord between general johnston and president jefferson davis and others which began early in the conflict and only worsened

as the months passed routinely prevented the cooperation and coordination the south needed on the battlefield if it was going to

achieve its independence the result was one failed campaign after another all of which cumulatively doomed the southern confederacy

mcmurry s study is not a traditional military biography but a lively and opinionated conversation about major campaigns and

battles strategic goals and accomplishments and how these men and their decision making and leadership abilities directly impacted the

war effort personalities argues mcmurry win and lose wars and the military and political leaders who form the focal point of this

study could not have been more different and in the case of davis and johnston more at odds when it came to making the important
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and timely decisions necessary to wage the war effectively the civil wars of general joseph e johnston represents a lifetime of

study and contemplation that captures johnston in a way that has never been accomplished it sheds fresh light on old

controversies and compels readers to think about major wartime events in unique and compelling ways this first installment begins

just before the civil war and ends on the eve of johnston taking command of the army of tennessee in north georgia here finally is

the definitive study of how qualities of character played an oversized role in determining the outcome of the civil war

this volume offers a social historian s view of the civil war shifting the focus away from political and military leaders to look

at how the war affected and was affected by ordinary citizens of all kinds civil war people and perspectives looks at one of the

most convulsive events in american history through the eyes of ordinary citizens examining issues related to the home front and war

front across the full spectrum of racial class and gender boundaries moving away from the traditional focus on famous political

and military figures this insightful volume recounts the experiences of soldiers women and children slaves and freed persons native

americans immigrants and other social groups during a time of extraordinary national upheaval it is a revealing look at how the

lives of everyday people northern and southern black and white rich and poor male and female enslaved and free shaped and were

shaped by the american civil war

the war for a nation provides a brief introduction to the american civil war from the perspective of military personnel and civilians

who participated in the conflict susan mary grant brings the war its many battles and those who fought them male and female

black and white to the center of a riveting narrative that is accessible to general readers and students of american history the

war for a nation explains in a clear narrative structure the war s origins its battles the expansion of the union the struggle for

emancipation and the following saga of reconstruction by drawing its examples from primary source documents first hand accounts
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and scholarly research the war for a nation introduces readers to the human interest aspects as well as the historiographical

debates surrounding what was the most destructive war ever fought on american soil

a senior military historian presents an unflinching account of the human costs of the civil war many americans argues michael c c

adams tend to think of the civil war as more glorious less awful than the reality millions of tourists flock to battlefields each

year as vacation destinations their perceptions of the war often shaped by reenactors who work hard for verisimilitude but who

cannot ultimately simulate mutilation madness chronic disease advanced physical decay in living hell adams tries a different tack

clustering the voices of myriad actual participants on the firing line or in the hospital ward to create a virtual historical

reenactment perhaps because the united states has not seen conventional war on its own soil since 1865 the collective memory of

its horror has faded so that we have sanitized and romanticized even the experience of the civil war neither film nor reenactment can

fully capture the hard truth of the four year conflict living hell presents a stark portrait of the human costs of the civil war

and gives readers a more accurate appreciation of its profound and lasting consequences adams examines the sharp contrast between

the expectations of recruits versus the realities of communal living the enormous problems of dirt and exposure poor diet

malnutrition and disease he describes the slaughter produced by close order combat the difficulties of cleaning up the battlefields

where tens of thousands of dead and wounded often lay in an area of only a few square miles and the resulting psychological

damage survivors experienced drawing extensively on letters and memoirs of individual soldiers adams assembles vivid accounts of the

distress confederate and union soldiers faced daily sickness exhaustion hunger devastating injuries and makeshift hospitals where saws

were often the medical instrument of choice inverting robert e lee s famous line about war adams suggests that too many americans

become fond of war out of ignorance of its terrors providing a powerful counterpoint to civil war glorification living hell echoes

william tecumseh sherman s comment that war is cruelty and cannot be refined praise for our masters the rebels a speculation on
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union military failure in the east 1861 1865 this excellent and provocative work concludes with a chapter suggesting how the

image of southern military superiority endured in spite of defeat civil war history adams s imaginative connections between culture

and combat provide a forceful reminder that civil war military history belongs not in an encapsulated realm with its own

categories and arcane language but at the center of the study of the intellectual social and psychological currents that

prevailed in the mid nineteenth century journal of american history praise for the best war ever america and world war ii adams has

a real gift for efficiently explaining complex historical problems reviews in american history not only is this mythologizing bad

history says adams it is dangerous as well surrounding the war with an aura of nostalgia both fosters the delusion that war

can cure our social ills and makes us strong again and weakens confidence in our ability to act effectively in our own time

journal of military history
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