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as a boy tristan fischer was fascinated by both history and science fiction isaac asimov
s foundation series which was based on the decline and fall of the roman empire by
edward gibbon written in 1776 was his favourite book series and showed that history
is just part of a long continuum of time that includes both the present and the far
future the better we understand the past the better we are able to anticipate future
events history future now investigates some of the big questions that concern us today
such as migration food security climate change middle class jobs the rise of china and
instability in the middle east through the lens of history and the future how do these
issues compare to similar issues in the past and what impact will these issues have in
the future

education is intimately connected to many of the most important and contentious
questions confronting american society from race to jobs to taxes and the competitive
pressures of the global economy have only enhanced its significance elementary and
secondary schooling has long been the province of state and local governments but
when george w bush signed into law the no child left behind act in 2002 it signaled
an unprecedented expansion of the federal role in public education this book provides
the first balanced in depth analysis of how no child left behind nclb became law
patrick mcguinn a political scientist with hands on experience in secondary education
explains how this happened despite the country s long history of decentralized school
governance and the longstanding opposition of both liberals and conservatives to an
active reform oriented federal role in schools his book provides the essential political
context for understanding nclb the controversies surrounding its implementation and
forthcoming debates over its reauthorization how the struggle to define the federal
role in school reform took center stage in debates over the appropriate role of the
government in promoting opportunity and social welfare he places the evolution of the
federal  role in schools within the context of broader institutional  ideological  and
political changes that have swept the nation since the 1965 elementary and secondary
education act chronicles the concerns raised by the 1983 report a nation at risk and
shows how education became a major campaign issue for both parties in the 1990s
mcguinn argues that the emergence of swing issues such as education can facilitate
major policy change even as they influence the direction of wider political debates and
partisan conflict mcguinn traces the republican shift from seeking to eliminate the u s
department of education to embracing federal leadership in school reform then details
the negotiations over nclb the forces that shaped its final provisions and the ways in
which the law constitutes a new federal education policy regime against which states
have now begun to rebel and that only by understanding the unique dynamics of
national education politics will reformers be able to craft a more effective national role
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in school reform

abbott offers a fruitful new way to read science fiction one that also greatly enriches
our understanding of western history and its impact on our collective imagination
detailing the overlap of science fiction and western fiction especially relating to their
mutual interest in and concerns about frontier expansionism he reveals an unsuspected
common ground that informs the writings of both camps reviewing the work of many
hugo and nebula award winners as well as drawing upon popular film and television
series like the buck rogers serials abbott s study journeys across the far reaches of
science fiction s universe
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