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Christian Ethics Norman L Geisler Beyond the Basics ReExamining Christian Ethics Through the Lens

of Norman L Geisler Norman L Geisler a prolific theologian and author left an indelible mark on

Christian  apologetics  and  ethics  His  systematic  approach  rooted  in  Scripture  and  classical

philosophical reasoning continues to shape theological discourse even as societal landscapes shift This

article delves into Geislers ethical framework exploring its contemporary relevance limitations and

future implications weaving in industry trends realworld case studies and expert opinions Geislers

Core Tenets A Foundation of Reason and Revelation Geislers ethical system is firmly grounded in the

belief that Gods revealed word the Bible provides the ultimate moral compass He meticulously

argued for a robust natural law theory believing that certain moral principles are inherently knowable

through reason mirroring Gods design imprinted on creation This fusion of divine command theory

and natural law often termed normative ethics provided a framework for understanding both Gods

explicit commands and the broader implications of his character His seminal work Christian Ethics

Options and Issues isnt a mere recitation of biblical verses but a systematic exploration of ethical

dilemmas through a lens of rigorous logical analysis He tackled challenging topics like abortion

euthanasia  capital  punishment  and  war  providing  detailed  arguments  rooted  in  both  biblical

interpretation and philosophical reasoning This approach resonated with many seeking a reasoned

defense of their faith in a rapidly changing world Navigating the Shifting Sands Contemporary

Relevance and Limitations While Geislers work remains influential its reception is not without critique

The current landscape of Christian ethics grapples with issues not fully anticipated in his era The rise

of bioethics stemming from advancements in biotechnology and medicine presents novel challenges

Consider  the  ethical  complexities  of  genetic  engineering  cloning  or  artificial  intelligence  areas

demanding a nuanced approach that transcends the application of traditional biblical precedents Dr

Timothy Phillips Professor of Theology at Regent University comments Geisler provided 2 a valuable

structure for ethical decisionmaking However contemporary bioethics necessitate a more nuanced

engagement with scientific advancements demanding a collaborative dialogue between theologians

scientists and ethicists This highlights a crucial limitation the need for interdisciplinary collaboration

to  address  the  ethical  complexities  arising  from  scientific  progress  Another  area  requiring

contemporary reconsideration is cultural relativism While Geisler strongly affirmed objective moral

truth the increasing prevalence of  relativistic  viewpoints  within society requires  a more robust

engagement with the arguments for moral objectivity A simplistic appeal to natural law might not

suffice  in  the  face  of  postmodern skepticism Case  Study The Euthanasia  Debate  A Geislerian

Perspective and its Modern Challenges Geislers stance against euthanasia firmly rooted in the sanctity

of life provides a compelling case study He argued that human life is sacred a gift from God and

intentionally ending it is morally wrong irrespective of suffering This position while widely accepted

within many Christian denominations faces ongoing challenges The rise of palliative care focusing on
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pain management and quality of life raises questions about the limits of medical intervention and the

patients autonomy The case of Terri Schiavo a prolonged and highly publicized battle over the right

to die demonstrates the complexities of applying rigid ethical principles to highly nuanced situations

A purely Geislerian approach while morally grounded might be perceived as inflexible in such

agonizing realworld scenarios Industry Trends and Future Implications The field of Christian ethics is

becoming increasingly interdisciplinary The integration of social justice concerns environmental ethics

and economic justice into theological discussions is a significant trend Geislers framework while

strong in its foundational principles needs to be broadened to address these contemporary issues

effectively Future scholarship must build upon his groundwork integrating insights from fields like

sociology economics and political science to create a more comprehensive and contextually relevant

ethical framework Furthermore the rise of digital ethics and the implications of technology for human

relationships and social structures require careful consideration The issues surrounding data privacy

artificial intelligence and social medias impact on human wellbeing are pressing ethical concerns that

call for a fresh application of Christian principles Call to Action Engaging with the Legacy Norman L

Geislers legacy is not a static monument but a living testament to the ongoing 3 need for rigorous

ethical reflection within the Christian faith His work provides a solid foundation upon which to build

but it also demands further development and contextualization We must engage with his work

critically acknowledging its strengths and limitations and adapt his methodology to address the

complex ethical dilemmas of our time This requires collaboration across disciplines a willingness to

engage in respectful dialogue with those holding different perspectives and a commitment to seeking

truth in the face of a rapidly changing world 5 ThoughtProvoking FAQs 1 How does Geislers

approach to natural law differ from other formulations within Christian ethics Geislers emphasis on a

robust natural law theory complemented by divine command differs from purely divine command

approaches offering a more nuanced understanding of moral obligation encompassing both revealed

and inherently knowable principles 2 How can Geislers ethical framework be applied to contemporary

issues like climate change and environmental degradation By extending the concept of stewardship

recognizing humanitys responsibility to care for Gods creation Geislers principles can be applied to

environmental concerns emphasizing the moral obligation to protect the planet and its resources for

future generations 3 What are the limitations of applying a primarily biblical  interpretation to

complex contemporary ethical dilemmas A purely biblical approach can sometimes lack the nuanced

understanding needed for issues emerging from scientific advancements or shifting cultural contexts A

broader interdisciplinary approach is crucial for effective ethical decisionmaking 4 How can Christian

ethicists  reconcile  the  seemingly  conflicting  values  of  individual  autonomy  and  communal

responsibility in a Geislerian framework This necessitates balancing the inherent dignity of the

individual with the demands of loving community It requires careful interpretation of biblical texts

contextual understanding and a willingness to engage in respectful dialogue with diverse perspectives

5 What role does grace play in Geislers ethical framework and how does it relate to the concept of

moral accountability Grace doesnt negate moral responsibility rather it provides the context for

repentance and forgiveness underscoring the importance of  both striving for ethical  living and

acknowledging our limitations as human beings It emphasizes Gods ongoing work of transformation
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within believers offering both motivation and hope in the pursuit of ethical conduct 4
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understanding the new testament is a daunting but exciting task our world is so different from that

of the first century yet it is important to understand the context and content of the new testament if

we are to be faithful followers now in paper this survey addresses the who what where when why

and how questions that readers of the bible may have such as how can we tell if what is written in

the new testament is true history or just mythology when were these books written and why and

what can today s believers get out of letters addressed to people who lived two millennia ago written

in an easy informal style this survey is accessible and enjoyable to anyone who wants to better

understand the new testament

dr norman l geisler has been called the father of evangelical christian philosophy he has written

more than one hundred books and taught at universities and top seminaries for some fifty six years

he was the first president of the evangelical philosophical society and the founder and first president

of the international society of christian apologetics he has spoken or debated in more than two dozen

countries and held pastoral pulpit ministries in four states many view him as a cross between thomas

aquinas and billy graham no one has done more to communicate the modern challenges of the faith

to  the  average  christian  to  the  church  and  to  the  academy this  volume offers  creative  and

constructive essays from twenty three contributors all notable in their own right who preserve and

propagate dr geisler s ideas and express appreciation for his influence those who know him best say

he is true faithful and blessed by god
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world famous apologist norman geisler offers a new edition of his bestselling apologetics text which

has sold consistently for over thirty years over 125 000 copies sold this edition has been updated

throughout and includes three new chapters it offers readers a systematic approach that presents both

the reasons and the methods for defending the claims of christianity topics covered include deism

theism christ s authority and the inspiration of the bible

this update of a classic text evaluates contemporary ethical options and pressing issues of the day

from a biblical perspective

apologetic guide compares the major tenets of islam with christianity

according to the authors the doctrine of inerrancy has been standard accepted teaching for more than

1 000 years in 1978 the famous chicago statement on inerrancy was adopted by the evangelical

theological society and for decades it has been the accepted conservative evangelical doctrine of the

scriptures however in recent years some prominent evangelical authors have challenged this statement

in their writings now eminent apologist and bestselling author norman l geisler who was one of the

original drafters of the chicago statement and his coauthor william c roach present a defense of the

traditional understanding of inerrancy for a new generation of christians who are being assaulted

with challenges to the nature of god truth and language pastors students and armchair theologians

will appreciate this clear reasoned response to the current crisis

a trusted apologist provides a fresh balanced approach to understanding how a loving god can

preside over a world filled with evil and suffering

readers will find a new way of looking at the message and miracles of christ and will be revived by

christ s caring approach to dealing with doubters

some christians claim to be able to heal the sick and even raise the dead some people applaud this

while others are skeptical are these healers using the power of god are they faking or is their power

from satan and what about nonbelievers who also claim to perform wonders are they tricksters or

agents of the occult can we believe their claims about past lives seeing the future ufo encounters and

spirit channeling norman l geisler takes a sane and solidly biblical look at miraculous healings and

other  amazing  phenomena today  with  penetrating  insight  he  constructs  guidelines  for  judging

whether any so called miracle is truly from god or from the realm of the demonic signs and wonders

also includes material on speaking in tongues and on the use of objects in faith healing in addition

geisler looks carefully at the clever trickery that charlatans use to dupe and swindle people he shows

that what often passes as supernatural can be explained as merely unusual here is a book for anyone

who wonders about the power and the sincerity of those who claim to be wonder workers

a most needed and creative beginning in theological prolegomena says norman l geisler of handmaid

to theology in this work the long neglected use of philosophy in evangelical theology is overcome
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philosophical prolegomena does not in this case constitute an introduction to theology preliminary

material of which one must dispose before delving into the actual content of divine revelation instead

it constitutes a handmaid to theology the philosophical categories that necessarily help to shape each

doctrine in addition to demonstrating the inevitable reliance of theology on certain philosophical

concepts the author pleads for a clear distinction between biblical theology and systematic theology

within the evangelical tradition particularly helpful says geisler is the emphasis on the need to use

biblically compatible concepts in order to construct a systematic theology after two introductory

chapters what is prolegomena and prolegomena the starting point the author devotes two chapters to

the doctrine of man as many to the doctrine of revelation three to the doctrine of god and a final

chapter to the doctrine of regeneration this book turns over new ground in theological prolegomena

concludes geisler its pace setting insights could and i hope will signal a return to a proper harmony

between philosophy and biblical theology in the practice of systematic theology among evangelicals

that miracles exist is an important part of the christian tradition yet a brief survey of modern

thought reveals a marked prejudice against this notion here geisler shows how the laws of logic and

science speak to the reasonableness of miracles a dispassionate look at the facts and arguments

demands that  doubters  question their  own naturalistic  assumptions  geisler  also  describes  signs

wonders and power contrasting what the bible means by a miracle with bizarre stories of saints faith

healers and occultists a continuation of his work begun in miracles and modern thought miracles and

the modern mind includes extensive revisions and additions

an introduction to the bible s origin history and development and including charts photographs and

indices  and  addressing  inspiration  canonicity  major  manuscripts  and  recent  discoveries  textual

criticism greek and latin translations and modern english translations source inconnue

revised and updated edition of this geisler favorite provides a scriptural framework for how real

human freedom can exist alongside god s sovereignty

a comprehensive work now in one volume this work of a lifetime was widely praised when it was

first published in four volumes it is organized in eight key sections an introduction to theology the

bible god creation sin salvation church and last things geisler s writing is accessible to students

pastors and laypeople interested in learning as he deals with the concepts foundational to christianity

for those who value careful thinking tight logic fair evaluation and keen insights this systematic

theology is must reading ken rhodes

great thinkers come and go but if preserved their writings live on this is a treasure book like no

other collected in five volumes are hundreds of essays some never before published and others hard

to find of one of the foremost christian apologists of our time dr norman l geisler is a prolific author

veteran professor speaker lecturer traveler philosopher apologist evangelist and theologian to those

who ask who is norm geisler some have suggested imagine a cross between thomas aquinas and billy

graham and you re not too far off he has spent his life defending the christian faith and preparing
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the next generation of students to carry on now for the first time you can read through geisler s

most significant essays in chronological order starting from the 1960s the collected essays of dr

norman l geisler consists of five volumes herein you will find everything from inspiring but thought

provoking works to significant academic journal articles chapters debates and interviews tackling the

toughest apologetic theological and philosophical problems and controversies no defender of the faith

today should be without this treasure

this book is an important part of the historical record of dr norman l geisler it displays geisler s

intellectual gifts and devotion to the lordship of christ in his defense of christianity and classic

evangelicalism this book written by one of geisler s long time and trusted assistants will be of

importance to those who want a first hand interpretation of geisler and the significance of geisler s

method for present day evangelicalism it provides a clear assessment of the impact of geisler s

embrace of classical realism classical theism the doctrine of inerrancy in the context of twentieth

century evangelical theology while providing a way forward to apply geisler s method in the twenty

first century

in the quest for the truth you need to know what you believe and why you believe it who made god

offers accessible answers to over 100 commonly asked apologetic questions bringing together the best

in evangelical apologists this guide is standard equipment for christians who want to understand and

talk about their faith intelligently part one answers tough questions about the christian faith such as

who made god how can there be three persons in one god what is god s ultimate purpose in

allowing evil where did the universe come from how long are the days of creation in genesis did

jesus rise from the dead are the records of jesus life reliable does the bible have errors in it part two

answers tough questions about other faiths including islam mormonism hinduism transcendental

meditation yoga reincarnation buddhism and black islam relevant stories questions for reflection and

discussion and a comprehensive list of suggested resources help you dig deeper so you can be

prepared to give careful answers that explain the reasons for your faith

philosophy has given us insights into the reflections of thinkers on such subjects as god mankind the

world and the possibility of knowing ultimate reality the processes of reasoning and the conclusions

of logic are often intensely fascinating dr geisler reminds us however that the premises and the

arguments of philosophy are often faulty leading to a wholly inadequate view of knowledge and

revelation he reiterates paul s warning to the colossian christians see to it that no one takes you

captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy the contributors to this volume show how the basic

presuppositions of many philosophers lead to a denial of a divine inerrant revelation the views of

some modern theologians regarding revelation find their roots in such deceptive philosophy chapter

titles  are  inductivism materialism and rationalism bacon hobbes  and spinoza norman l  geisler

skepticism hume gary r habermas agnosticism kant w david beck transcendentalism hegel winfried

corduan existentialism kierkegaard e herbert nygren atheism nietzsche terry l miethe noncognitivism

wittgenstein john s feinberg mysticism heidegger howard m ducharne jr
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one in every four americans believes in reincarnation according to a recent gallup poll why does our

society have such a growing preoccupation with death and past life experiences authors norman l

geisler and j yutaka amano conclude that among the reasons for the popularity and influence of

reincarnation philosophy are the rapid rise of the new age movement and society s fascination with

eastern  thought  they  examine  cases  of  spontaneous  past  life  recall  and  point  out  alternative

explanations for these phenomena ultimately the reincarnation sensation shows that the doctrine of

reincarnation is contrary to the bible s teaching about eternal life and incompatible with the christian

faith
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