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discover the biblical blueprint for building relationships that last even though the topic of relationships is

very popular few individuals ever reach the point of building deep lasting and meaningful bonds with

others why do our connections with other people seem to stay superficial and never go beyond the surface

level because

this is a handbook on the biblical principles of integrity and loyalty it lays important foundations for

congregational health and right spiritual attitudes topics include relationships the meaning of life how a

blood covenant works financial accountability and more

exalting jesus in hosea joel amos obadiah is part of the christ centered exposition commentary series edited

by david platt daniel l akin and tony merida this commentary series takes a christ centered approach to

expositing each book of the bible each chapter explains and applies key passages providing helpful outlines

for study and teaching

in biblical  and theological  studies fresh perspectives and novel approaches can breathe new life into

familiar subjects remembering the covenants in song reconsiders the abrahamic and mosaic covenant

relationship through the unique biblical and canonical lens of a postexilic song in psalm 105 the psalmist s

intriguing intertextual engagement with both of israel s great covenant traditions provides a rare glimpse

into the covenant understanding of a postexilic biblical writer interacting with the torah remembering the

covenants in song entails an intertextual study of psalm 105 that brings the psalmist s rhetorical design and

covenant references into a dialogue with the torah s seminal covenant texts the examination of the psalmist

s use of covenant references and allusions represents an innovative approach to assessing the rhetorical

significance of intertextuality in biblical writings

this work presents a first class study of old testament covenant theology which breaks new ground in

johannine scholarship it provides a detailed interpretation of the discipleship narratives and discourses in

john s gospel it investigates old testament discipleship motifs sets the johannine community within the

jewish world and argues that according to the gospel of john the relationship with god that had defined

israel as a people of god also defines the disciples of jesus

were david and jonathan gay lovers this very modern question lies behind the recent explosion of studies of

the david and jonathan narrative interpreters differ in their assessment of whether 1 and 2 samuel offer a

positive portrayal of a homosexual relationship beneath the conflict of interpretations lies an ambiguous
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biblical text which has drawn generations of readers from the redactors of the hebrew text and the early

translators to modern biblical scholars to the task of resolving its possible meanings what has not yet been

fully explored is the place of david and jonathan in the evolution of modern western understandings of

same sex relationships  in  particular  how the  story  of  their  relationship  was  read alongside  classical

narratives such as those of achilles and patroclus or orestes and pylades the love of david and jonathan

explores this context in detail to argue that the story of david and jonathan was part of the process by which

the modern idea of homosexuality itself emerged

the opponents of legal recognition for same sex marriage frequently appeal to a judeo christian tradition but

does it make any sense to speak of that tradition as a single teaching on marriage are there elements in

jewish and christian traditions that actually authorize religious and civil recognition of same sex couples

and are contemporary heterosexual marriages well supported by those traditions as evidenced by the ten

provocative essays assembled and edited by mark d jordan the answers are not as simple as many would

believe the scholars of judaism and christianity gathered here explore the issue through a wide range of

biblical historical liturgical and theological evidence from david s love for jonathan through the singleness

of jesus and paul to the all male heaven of john s apocalypse the collection addresses pertinent passages in

the hebrew bible and the new testament with scholarly precision it reconsiders whether there are biblical

precedents for blessing same sex unions in jewish and christian liturgies the book concludes by analyzing

typical religious arguments against such unions and provides a comprehensive response to claims that the

judeo christian tradition prohibits same sex unions from receiving religious recognition the essays most of

which are in print here for the first time are by saul m olyan mary ann tolbert daniel boyarin laurence paul

hemming steven greenberg kathryn tanner susan frank parsons eugene f rogers jr and mark d jordan

everyone who reads the bible must admit that it tells us to do things that we never have done and cannot do

in our fleshly bodies one reason is that god our creator is telling us what he wants us to be and do as

created in his image and likeness our purpose is in our image and likeness of god our creator not like the

dust of the ground or the flesh of our parents most children don t know that they are created in the image

and likeness of god and their parents have not asked god for his spirit for their children so they can be

taught this vital truth the reason parents don t ask god for his spirit for their children is because they don t

recognize the need for him there are several things mankind cannot do in the flesh and they must recognize

their origin in the image and likeness of god mankind must recognize being in the image and likeness of
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god to first love god with all their being and love his neighbors as himself second to obey god and his

parents as required in god s word third to trust god with all his heart fourth to worship god in spirit and in

truth and fifth to glorify god in his body and spirit which are god the devil does not want mankind to know

that he is created in the image and likeness of god because man will always defeat satan and fulfill god s

will

when god says he loves his children he means it he has taken significant powerful and far reaching steps to

ensure that those who believe in jesus can know the love of god that surpasses human knowledge in fact

god has entered into covenant relationship with his people and he has sealed that covenant forever with the

blood of his beloved son furthermore god calls people into covenant relationship with each other so that the

work of his kingdom can be accomplished this kind of relationship is deeper than mere agreement it is a

commitment to the work of god and to one another this book explores how god s people can walk in

covenant together to see the kingdom of jesus manifest on the earth it also covers god s heart for all his

people male and female and contains some key instruction for women of god all believers men and women

need to understand the truth of covenant relationship and god s heart for all his children in order to fully

become what god intended all along the pure and spotless bride he is preparing for king jesus read on to

discover the beauty and power of covenant relationships built upon the foundation of god s love and

empowered by mutual commitment

the gospel of john s from above orientation transforms our human from below assumptions and habits it

draws us into union with god and into unity with one another it communicates who jesus is in both intimate

and profound dimensions the book of john shapes christian identity invigorates worship and implants

eternal hope john s gospel defies description marvels swartley professor emeritus at anabaptist mennonite

biblical seminary it soars like the eagle links heaven and earth and both comforts and convicts the human

heart  its  christology is  rich  with  a  plethora  of  titles  for  jesus  even the  divine  eternal  i  am though

commentaries  on  the  book  of  john  abound  this  volume  follows  the  unique  believers  church  bible

commentary series format providing sections on the text in biblical context and the text in the life of the

church according to swartley this format serves well the interests of seminary as well as other graduate

students  and  pastors  especially  volume  26  in  the  believers  church  bible  commentary  series  free

downloadable supplement available here
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