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here is a tale set on the path of the heart a beautifully written mystical adventure wherein a modern day sufi master sends seven

companions on a perilous quest for the greatest treasure of the ancient world king solomon s ring the legendary seal ring is said to

control the jinn those terrifying demons of living fire and in seeking it the companions discover not only the truth of the jinn but also

the path of love and the infinite mercy of god

if anyone puts thorns on my way out of animosity every flower in the garden of his life remain thornless hazrat nizamuddin auliya

the lives of sufis are replete with stories of tantalizing miracles and unforgettable anecdotes of wisdom the 101 sufi tales in this book

show pursuits of ethical and moral conduct in sufi spirituality a vibrant movement within islamic traditions across time and space

committed in their love for god the sufis found love in all his creations large numbers of followers and devotees have continued to

throng sufi shrines seeking blessings and benediction the stories of mystical exercises and charitable endeavour in this book illustrate

their role and continuing relevance in shaping a pluralistic diverse and tolerant indian society exactly as the sufis focused on soul

searching and right conduct for themselves and all those around them these stories are nuggets of wisdom which guide people to

become better human beings
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this first ever english translation of nur baba a classic of modern turkish literature written by yakup kadri karaosmanoğlu offers a

unique window into sufi lodges social dilemmas and intellectual life in early twentieth century istanbul inspired by karaosmanoğlu s

personal experiences with islamic mystical orders it is a story of illicit romance and spiritual inquiry depicting a colourful lodge of

sufi dervishes led by a charismatic yet morally suspect spiritual master named nur baba the plot follows his attempts to seduce an

attractive married woman from an elite family and recounts her dramatic experiences in the life of a sufi community the setting

shuttles between the grand mansions of istanbul s elite families and a sufi lodge where rich and poor intermingle exploring questions

of gender morality and religious bias throughout it captures the zeitgeist of early twentieth century modernist thinkers who criticised

sufism for impeding social progress and debated the public roles of women in a rapidly modernising society alongside the editor s

meticulous translation the volume includes a scholarly introduction maps and images as well as explanatory footnotes that will aid

both students and scholars alike the novel will be of particular interest to those studying world literature sufi studies and ottoman

turkish history
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this book is an anthology of the extraordinary diversity of sufi ideas and activities in many countries and cultures today nothing

approaching this kind of survey has ever been assembled in addition to first hand accounts of sufi learning methods subjects covered

include the sufi meeting place avoiding imitators sufi work enterprises the idea of organic enterprises entry into a sufi group the sufi

adept and the projection of mind extra sensory perception what the sufis do not want us to know and more

with respect to things which can be said this trilogy is one of the most revealing excursions into the nature of the sufi path that has

been written in the last 736 years there are seven kinds of people within and without there are those who know and know that they

know these rare dimensions of the self are spiritually realized and one should seek them out and learn from them there are those who

know but don t know that they know these individuals are asleep and should be woken up there are those who don t know and know
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that they don t know these souls are able to learn and should be taught there are those who don t know and don t know that they don

t know there are the ignorant ones and they should be avoided there are those who know that they don t know but who for a variety

of reasons attempt to induce seekers of truth to believe that the former know what they do not these are the charlatans and there are

many of them amongst us there are those people who even when they are shown the truth cannot bear to live with the implications

of what has been disclosed and choose to live their lives in various states of denial that become the doorways through which further

evil enters into their lives there are those who seek the truth and try to the best of their ability to act judiciously with respect to what

has been realized no matter where such truth may take them and who therefore also are prepared to accept the possibility that truth

may be other in part or in whole than what they believe it to be and therefore make accommodation for this possibility through their

thought and behavior

part meditation book part oracle and part collection of sufi lore poetry and stories the sufi book of life offers a fresh interpretation of

the fundamental spiritual practice found in all ancient and modern sufi schools the meditations on the 99 qualities of unity unlike

most books on sufism which are primarily collections of translated sufi texts this accessible guide is a handbook that explains how to

apply sufi principles to modern life with inspirational commentary that connects each quality with contemporary concerns such as

love work and success as well as timeless wisdom from sufi masters both ancient and modern such as rumi hafiz shabistari rabia

inayat khan indries shah irina tweedie bawa muhaiyadden and more the sufi book of life is a dervish guide to life and love for the

twenty first century on the web sufibookoflife com

inspired by the author s personal search for the divine life of a sufi novel is centred on the idea that sufism may be best described as

islamic mysticism or asceticism which through belief and practice helps attain closeness to god by way of direct personal experience

of deity the process of taking a concept and turning it into a book is challenging but the experience is internally demanding and

fulfilling and the reader will find a joyous moment of participation in this process saira ahmed was born in pakistan to a bureaucratic

family and had her primary school education from vichy france she studied environmental science and sustainability in australia

international relations in kazakhstan and holds an mba degree from islamabad she has vast experience in programmatic humanitarian

gender and disaster risk management work she worked with the south asian association for regional cooperation saarc supporting the

member states in the economic development as communication specialist and also for national disaster management authority ndma

government of pakistan saira for two years was the face anchor woman and editor of the pakistan television corporation ptv world

the english national news channel of pakistan nowadays she is serving as united nations international civil servant based in egypt

when she is not writing saira spends most of her time reading cooking decorating home travelling the world and catching her

favourite broadway shows she is fond of jewellery designing and has a passion for selecting pearls and stones from across the world

she loves music and is fond of orchestral classics since childhood saira stand out for her fierce ideas and strong self motivation to

make a difference in her life and for others around her she is married to an italian diplomat life of a sufi is her first book inspired by

her personal search of the divine devoted to charitable causes she is a member of numerous diplomatic associations and her search of
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divine still continues

sufism follows a mystical teaching and a way of life that has had an enormous though largely unrecognized impact on both the east

and west for four thousand years this book presents the secret teaching within all religions the philosophy of sufism and the sufist

viewpoint as expressed in literature

with respect to things which can be said this trilogy is one of the most revealing excursions into the nature of the sufi path that has

been written in the last 736 years there are four kinds of people within and without there are those who know and know that they

know these rare dimensions of the self are spiritually realized and one should seek them out and learn from them there are those who

know but don t know that they know these individuals are asleep and should be woken up there are those who don t know and know

that they don t know these souls are able to learn and should be taught there are those who don t know and don t know that they don

t know these are the ignorant ones and they should be avoided

the book contains several talk transcripts never printed elsewhere and an excellent set of daily attention exercises that predate those

found in practical work on self

a scholar with long experience of sufism in the middle east southeast asia and europe succinctly presents the essentials of sufism and

shows how sufis live and worship and why

the rose garden an autobiography of modern day naqshbandi sufi by jenenne castor thompson a bridge is a bridge but while it is

being built it can carry no one irina tweedie radha mohan lal bhai sahib a naqshbandi sufi master who lived in kanpur india said that

it was foretold that he would be the last male sufi master of his line and so he was the lineage is now characterized by female sufi

masters mrs irina tweedie was the first western woman trained in the ancient tradition of naqshbandi sufism jenenne castor thompson

is the second western woman trained in this lineage and is a successor to mrs tweedie s master bhai sahib little did castor thompson

know that the death of her mother april 9 1989 was the event that would lead her to naqshbandi sufism that fateful afternoon castor

thompson heard a melodic male voice say to her your time is not now your time will come soon i am with you attributing the voice

to the stress of the day castor thompson tried to ignore what she had heard but was unable to do so she was later to learn that the

voice she heard that afternoon was the voice of bhai sahib irina tweedie s beloved master castor thompson spent the summer of 1989

in abject grief over her mother s death needing some way to distract herself she began to read a book she had purchased a year

before daughter of fire by irina tweedie after reading it through completely she knew that she knew mrs tweedie but she did not

know how this could be and after the first reading of daughter of fire she began to dream lucidly these dreams were later to become

the five volumes of dreams that comprise the bedrock of castor thompson s poetry fiction and non fiction works both published and

unpublished the first dream that she had of this kind was of an old woman that she was later to learn was thallia umm abdallah

muhammad ibn ali al hakim at tirmidhi wife of the sufi abu abdallah muhammad ibn ali al hakim at tirmidhi realizing that something
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was happening to her that was extraordinary she decided to contact irina tweedie s publisher she did and she was told that sometimes

mrs tweedie would answer the letters that were written to her in january 1990 castor thompson heard another voice this time the

voice of a woman asking her come and follow me and i will lead castor thompson replied yes thus begins the 13 year odyssey of the

most curious and intense master disciple relationship in modern sufism the culmination of the training results in castor thompson

learning that she a successor to bhai sahib

this book opens before us a world of fragrant roses visions of incredible boldness described by one of the greatest visionaries in the

realm of mystical love in islam ruzbihan the reader is transported by this congenial translation into the sphere of absolute beauty and

overwhelming divine love
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