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this study analyzes the establishment of an iron foundry in the interior 18th
century of angola it was a fruit of the portuguese enlightenment which
encouraged investment in manufacturing particularly of iron a metal
indispensable for military and technological purposes however the plans faced
the resistance of african blacksmiths and founders who refused to learn foreign
techniques and work processes by emphasizing central african agency the book
highlights the successful strategies of historical actors who scholars have largely
ignored based upon a wide variety of sources from brazilian portuguese and
angolan archives the book reconstructs how africans were taken to work at the
foundry and the important role they played in developing the form of production
employed there by emphasizing continuities with aofrican technology and the
quality of the iron produced it counters interpretations of the project as an
example of the failure of the portuguese enlightenment the analysis
demonstrates the circulation of knowledge about iron production thus
revitalizing debates that have posited knowledge transmission as unidirectional
it also highlights the relationship between local political leaders and the colonial
government in addition to elucidating the processes by which workers were
organized

aofter a long period as a functional backwater manufacturing has gained new
prominence as a problem and as a powerful resource the experts represented in
this paperback collection of harvard business review articles argue that the
manufacturing function should be the core of strategic thinking in industrial
companies special sections examine related topics such as collaborative design
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