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every day there are new stories of gang related crime from the proliferation of illegal weapons in the streets and children dealing drugs in their schools to innocent
bystanders caught in the crossfire of never ending gang wars once considered an urban phenomenon gang violence is permeating american life spreading to the suburbs
and bringing the problem closer to home for much of america the government schools social agencies and the justice system are conspicuous by their sporadic interest in
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the subject and have failed to develop effective policies and programs existing social support mechanisms and strategies for suppressing violence have often been
unsuccessful and state and federal policy is largely nonexistent in the youth gang problem a community approach irving spergel provides a systematic analysis of youth
gangs in the united states based on research historical and comparative analysis and agency documents and the author s extensive first hand experience the work
explores the gang problem from the perspective of community disorganization especially population movement and the plight of the underclass it examines the factors of
gang member personality gang dynamics criminal organization and the influence of family school prisons and politics as well as the response of criminal justice agencies
and community groups spergel describes techniques used by social agencies schools employment programs criminal justice agencies and grass roots organizations for
dealing with gangs and recommends strategies that emphasize the use of local resources planning and collaborative procedures there is no single strategy and no easy
solution to the youth gang problem in the united states there are however substantial steps we can take and they must be honestly and systematically tested offering a
practical and alternative approach to a serious social problem the youth gang problem a community approach is a major and long awaited contribution to this dilemma it
is required reading for criminal justice personnel school staff social workers policy makers students and scholars of urban and organizational sociology and the general
reader concerned with the youth gang problem and how to control intervene and prevent it

the task of researching gangs is fraught with difficulties central to which are issues of definition and reliance on certain forms of data for analyses it is unclear from
existing studies the extent to which suppositions about gangs feed moral panics or over specification of a problem this captivating volume focuses on gangs their
formation identity and behaviour with a view to developing a preventive strategy

this comprehensive collection of prison jargon is rich and well worth study a complete overview of prison life is available in these words about 1 000 topically arranged
words and expressions deal with institutional life in general the criminal justice system gangs violence drugs sex types and characteristics of inmates the underground
economy social mores slang women and ethnic slurs while some of these words are almost humorous in nature others are blunt in depicting a way of life rarely seen

this best selling homicide text examines the will to kill from various perspectives written by world renowned experts this text presents an analysis of the nature and extent
of homicide and the laws that apply to it included are detailed analyses of many different types of homicide including those that involve family youth serial killing mass
murder school hate terror and cults public policy issues such as the insanity defense the death penalty and investigative strategies are also covered
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as the incidence of violent crime rises in the united states so does the public demand for a solution but what will work mark s fleisher has spent years among inmates in
jails and prisons and on the streets with thieves gang members addicts and life long criminals in seattle and other cities across the country in beggars and thieves he
writes about how and why they become and remain offenders and about the actual role of jails and prisons in efforts to deter crime and rehabilitate criminals fleisher
shows with wrenching firsthand accounts that parents who are addicts abusers and criminals beget irreversibly damaged children who become addicts abusers and
criminals further fleisher contends that many well intentioned educational and vocational training programs are wasted because they are offered too late to help and he
provides sobering evidence that many youthful and adult offenders find themselves better off in prison with work to do medical care a clean place to sleep regular meals
and stable social ties than they are in america s cities fleisher calls for anti crime policies that are bold practical and absolutely imperative he prescribes life terms for
violent offenders but in prisons structured as work communities where privileges are earned through work in expanded productive industries that reduce the financial
burden of incarceration on the public but most important he argues that the only way to prevent street crime cut prison growth and reduce the waste of money and
human lives is to permanently remove brutalized children from criminal addicted and violent parents

this text stresses the practical procedures techniques and applications of private and public investigations to provide students with a solid foundation in criminal
investigation the sixth edition emphasizes professionalism and integrates coverage of  modern investigation tools  as it  presents established investigation policies
procedures and techniques for the law enforcement officer recent court cases coverage of the latest investigative techniques and technology and new material on topics
such as domestic violence stalking and child abuse enhance the text s practical and applied approach

serious delinquency features a survey approach to the major issues in delinquency and the juvenile justice system topics include patters of offending and victimization
predictors theoretically driven correlates and a wide range of issues in the operations of the juvenile justice system each chapter opens with an introduction that sets the
context for each reading and links successive chapters into a coherent theoretical framework the anthology begins with a brief historical overview then follows the juvenile
justice system from police involvement through court processes and beyond the book concludes with a reconsideration of juvenile delinquency using critiques of historical
and current perceptions of the system from publisher s description

abstract this book provides information techniques and strategies for a wide range of helping professionals who work with youth at risk counselors teachers parents
administrators social workers and those involved in educating future helping professionals sample programs that have been effective are described along with data on
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causal factors and indepth looks at teen suicide depression drugs eating disorders gangs dropping out of school and special abuse

this new anthology of readings in deviance provides the missing link between classroom presentation and the theoretical sociology presented in textbooks presented
within an interactionist social constructionist framework the book s 39 readings represent a variety of richly descriptive qualitative studies of deviant subcultures deviant
behavior and the management of deviant identities using the subjects own voices these ethnographic studies provide vivid images and in conjunction with the six part
introductions help the student see the connection between the characteristics of individual experience and the nature of social institutions and social power
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