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this book is written to be a user friendly guide to the school counselors office like
the first tour of the school library it is meant to show the user how to find
information on any subject they need to be successful in the college admissions
process the reader can select the topic s of most interest to them as they need them
or they can read the entire book most college admissions books are geared for those
5 percent of students interested in the most competitive colleges this book is focused
on the other 95 percent who are looking at an array of colleges

true or false princeton s director of admissions hacked into yale s secured
admissions website to find out who yale had accepted and rejected boston college s
average sat score is up to 1370 and boston university s average sat score is up to
1320 carnegie mellon offers spots on a priority wait list to students who send in
cash and most of these students get admitted well it s all true an fbi investigation
traced yale s hacked website back to the computer of princeton s director of
admissions stephen lemenager boston college s average sat score is the same as
cornell s and close to penn s both ivies carnegie mellon does have a priority wait
list it costs 400 to be on it and the admissions rate is 95 welcome to the circus
dazed and confused students see the college list published by their high school s
guidance department listing every acceptance and rejection from the prior year next
to each entry is a gpa a sat score and the number of ap classes taken the list is
usually ordered from highest to lowest gpa the first entry 4 19 unweighted 1430 sat
7 ap classes princeton rejected yale rejected harvard rejected stanford rejected
columbia rejected vassar accepted ouch scan down the list looking for yale did
anyone get into yale last year down at the ninth entry 3 93 1450 sat 6 ap classes
brown accepted yale accepted georgetown accepted okay anyone else scan down to
the twenty second entry 3 88 1560 sat 7 ap classes yale accepted duke accepted
william and mary rejected this doesn t make any sense thinks the student many of
the students with the best grades didn t get into any top colleges and still others
were rejected at colleges ranked lower than the colleges to which they were
accepted welcome to the world of college admissions ever wondered what a private
counselor tells an upper east side family for 10 000 the secrets are in college
admissions trade secrets college admissions trade secrets is a straight forward guide
to top 7 lies colleges tell the real scoop behind acceptance rates things that really
matter when comparing colleges how to write a great essay and prep for a great
interview common mistakes that result in rejection last minute tips for seniors a
scandalous examination of harvard s course catalogue penn s view book and nyu s
faculty how anyone can avoid being in the pool of applicants with the lowest
acceptance rate
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each year hundreds of thousands of high school seniors compete in a game they 1l
play only once whose rules they do not fully understand yet whose consequences
are enormous the game is college admissions and applying early to an elite school is
one way to win but the early admissions process is enigmatic and flawed it can
easily lead students toward hasty or misinformed decisions this book based on the
careful examination of more than 500 000 college applications to fourteen elite
colleges and hundreds of interviews with students counselors and admissions officers
provides an extraordinarily thorough analysis of early admissions in clear language it
details the advantages and pitfalls of applying early as it provides a map for
students and parents to navigate the process unlike college admissions guides the
early admissions game reveals the realities of early applications how they work and
what effects they have the authors frankly assess early applications applying early is
not for everyone but it will improve sometimes double even triple the chances of
being admitted to a prestigious college an early decision program can greatly
enhance a college s reputation by skewing statistics such as selectivity average sat
scores or percentage of admitted applicants who matriculate but these gains come at
the expense of distorting applicants decisions and providing disparate treatment of
students who apply early and regular admissions the system in short is unfair and
the authors make recommendations for improvement the early admissions game is
sure to be the definitive work on the subject it is must reading for admissions
officers guidance counselors and high school seniors and their parents table of
contents introduction joining the game 1 the history of early admissions 2 the state
of the game 3 martian blackjack what do applicants understand about early
admissions 4 the innocents abroad the admissions voyage 5 the truth about early
applications 6 the game revealed strategies of colleges counselors and applicants 7
advice to applicants conclusion the essence of the game and some possible reforms
appendix a median sat 1 scores and early application programs at various colleges
appendix b data sources appendix c interview formats acknowledgments tables and
figures index reviews of this book applying to an elite college through an early
admissions program can improve students chances of getting in by as much as 50
percent over their odds during the regular admissions cycle a difference that is the
equivalent of scoring 100 points higher on the sat based on an analysis of admission
data at top colleges as well as interviews with over 400 college freshmen the early
admissions game challenges the official line of college admissions deans who have
long held that applying early does not give prospective students an advantage over
regular applicants but the research confirms what many high school counselors
already suspected and it is likely to fuel debate over whether early admissions
programs favor wealthy and well connected students and should be eliminated or
reformed jeffrey r young chronicle of higher education reviews of this book this
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important contribution to the college admissions process should reduce the general
anxiety that pervades today s transition to college and in particular help level the
playing field for students who lack access to adequate college counseling the book
may also prompt needed reform of contemporary admissions practices the authors
goal deserves acclaim for helping inner city and rural students and those in other
understaffed districts to pursue admission on a much more even footing there is a
wealth of information in this well organized clearly written book which will enable
students to make better college choices william r fitzsimmons harvard magazine
reviews of this book readers seeking solid information about elite colleges will find
the early admissions game refreshingly frank other readers concerned about restoring
some equity to the process will also appreciate the book s generosity of spirit and
suggestions for reform the authors present a devastating portrait of elite college
admissions and early admissions in particular as an elaborate and complicated game
where the winners tend to be privileged students who have access to highly skilled
counselors with information pipelines to elite college admissions offices peter sacks
the nation reviews of this book avery and his colleagues describe college admissions
as a casino on mars you have to guess the rules of the game you are playing and
the rules can change while you are playing it their chief finding is that applying
early significantly increases the chances of acceptance colleges argue that the early
admissions pool is stronger than the regular pool but the authors dispute that claim
the early admissions game is intended as an exposA for high school students and
their parents of the realities of college admissions but it is also a protest against the
practice of early admissions the authors believe that these programs benefit
privileged students and cheat disadvantaged students louis menand the new yorker
researching and applying to colleges is a demanding confusing and stressful time for
both students and parents this book provides context and guidance to admissions
professionals to college counselors and to families as they confront today s highly
competitive and often controversial college admissions scene it offers an insightful
and authoritative explanation of the strategic choices that await those seeking to
enroll at the nation s leading colleges and universities it can help a student decide
whether when and why to apply early most important it can give applicants the
confidence to focus less on the game and more on the truly critical factors in
choosing a college the level of intellectual challenge and vitality in the curriculum
the strength and accessibility of the faculty and the student s individual sense of fit
with a particular campus environment and culture nancy vickers president bryn
mawr college the early admissions game explains clearly and comprehensively the
many forces that have made early applications a prominent and much misunderstood
feature in the high pressure arena of college admissions the authors clear away the
hype and speculation then offer refreshingly sane sensible guidance that will greatly
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help students make intelligent decisions about their college applications william d
wharton headmaster commonwealth school boston avery fairbanks and zeckhauser
offer clear and compelling evidence that the college admissions process needs repair
their findings have already inspired steps toward reform richard levin president yale
university this is an exceptionally interesting and intelligent book one with real
news to report the authors present their important findings with great clarity i
expect that this volume will have a significant and favorable impact on policy
discussion of early admission programs at elite colleges michael mcpherson president
macalester college anyone involved in the college admissions process students and
parents counselors and admissions officers top officials at high schools and at
colleges should read this important book it will help them achieve their objectives
the authors also present a number of suggestions for reforms in the admissions
system that are worthy of debate across american higher education lawrence h
summers president harvard university

let america s premier college consultants take the mystery out of admissions as seen
on pbs this proven ten step program offers a comprehensive inside view of the state
of college admissions today educational consultants howard and matthew greene
have mastered the science and art of college admissions helping tens of thousands of
students get into their schools of choice this highly effective program is now
available to all students who want to attend an outstanding college or university the
greenes cutting edge approach will teach you to think like an admissions officer
plan a comprehensive admissions campaign understand and take advantage of
current trends implement the best strategies for standing out whether it s choosing
the best college for you writing a winning personal statement or planning your
college financing this fully updated new edition gives you the latest in admissions
secrets statistics tactics and facts

this event is a production of the legischool project an educational collaboration
between the california state university sacramento and the california state legislature
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