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jesus taught healed and wandered in the wilderness but he died in the city jacques ellul lived a
double life on one hand he was an astute observer and critic of the modern technological society
and its penchant for efficiency and productivity on the other he was a prophet deeply concerned
about spiritual realities jesus and the city brings together the two forces that dominated his
writing technique and theology linking four of ellul s seminal sociological and theological works
the technological society the meaning of the city the technological system and apocalypse jesus
and the city brings to light the meaning of our shared technological and spiritual history from
cain s rebellion and the birth of the city to the new jerusalem and the reign of christ

jacques ellul a former member of a law faculty at the university of bordeaux was recognized as a
brilliant and penetrating commentator on the relationship between theology and sociology in the
meaning of the city he presents what he finds in the bible a sophisticated coherent theology of the
city fully applicable to today s urbanized society ellul believes that the city symbolizes the
supreme work of man and as such represents man s ultimate rejection of god therefore it is the city
where lies man s rebellious heart that must be reformed the author stresses the fact that the bible
does not find man s fulfillment in a return to an idyllic eden but points rather to a life of
communion with the savior in the city transfigured the meaning of the city says john wilkinson in his
introductory essay to the book is the theological counterpoint to ellul s technological society
a work that analyzed the phenomenon of the autonomous and totally manipulative post
industrial world ellul takes issue with those who idealistically plan new urban environments for
man as though man alone can negate the inherent diabolism of the city for ellul the history of the
city from the times of cain and nimrod through to babylon and jerusalem reveals a tendency to
destroy the human being for the sake of human works nevertheless continuing the theme of the
tension between two realities that characterizes all his works ellul sees god as electing the city
as itself an instrument of grace for the believer william stringfellow describes the meaning of the
city as a book of startling significance which should rank beside reinhold niebuhr s moral man and
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immoral society as a work of truly momentous potential douglass d mcferran adds that it is a
book worth serious consideration by anyone interested in the relationship between religious
commitment and secular involvement and john wilkinson sums it up there are very few convincingly
religious analyses of the sociological phenomena of the present day ellul s biblically based
sociology is today furnishing the matter for a large and growing group of social protestants
particularly in the united states

the palgrave handbook of radical theology is the definitive guide to radical theology and the
commencement for new directions in that field for the first time radical theology is addressed and
assessed in a single comprehensive volume including introductory and historical essays for the
beginner essays on major figures and their thought and shorter articles on various themes concepts
and related topics this book is a seminal work for the radical theology movement it clarifies
origins and demonstrates the exigency and utility of current figures and issues a useful and
essential guide for newcomers and veterans in the field this volume serves as both a reference work
and an introduction to omitted or forgotten topics within contemporary discussions

jacques ellul 1912 1994 was one of the world s last great polymaths and one of the most
important christian thinkers of his time engaging the world with a simplicity sincerity courage and
passion that few have matched however ellul is an often misunderstood thinker as more than fifty
books and over one thousand articles bear his name embarking on a study of ellul s thought can be
daunting this book provides an introduction to ellul s life and work analyzing and assessing his
thought across the most important themes of his scholarship readers will see that his remarkably
broad field of vision clarity of focus and boldly prophetic voice make his work worth reading and
considering rereading and discussing

rapid urbanization and globalization processes worldwide have changed the landscape of our times
in asia and africa the number of urban dwellers increases by an average of one million per week
according to the united nations more than half of the globe s seven billion human beings now live in
cities these realities have far reaching implications for mission in urban contexts at the start of
the third millennium reaching the city reflections on urban mission for the twenty first century
seeks to address the missiological challenges associated with this new world order each author
in this collection respectfully builds upon the significant contributions of seminal writers such as
ray bakke jacques ellul basil of caesarea and others while making new and creative proposals for
urban mission in our world today beginning with the bigger picture of the global challenges of
urbanization and moving through theological historical and educational perspectives this volume
concludes with a rich bevy of case studies engaging these new realities of both north american and
international cities to encourage a missional thrust to reach these communities

in his memoir what are you doing about it ethicist and activist david w gill takes readers on an
exciting inside tour of the academic cultural religious and political landscape in which he has lived
and worked for the past several decades from berkeley to bordeaux chicago to boston from the
business trenches and the local church to the seminary and the graduate school of business from
marching in the streets to the writer s study from entrepreneurial leadership to institutional
challenge gill never wavered in his mission to promote the ethical insights and values of jesus and
scripture in the workplace as much as the churchplace this is a story to inspire a new generation
of thoughtful activists

arguing that the cities are god s idea and using clear biblical principles mcclung urges believers not
to abandon the cities but to learn to transform them by the power of god

Eventually, The Meaning Of City Jacques Ellul will no question discover a other
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