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the days of creation examines the history of christian interpretation of the seven day
framework of genesis 1 1 2 3 in the hebrew bible old testament from the post apostolic era
to the debates surrounding essays and reviews 1860 included in the survey are patristic
medieval renaissance reformation eighteenth century enlightenment and finally early to
mid nineteenth century interpretations of the days of creation the author shows that
readings of genesis 1 1 2 3 in the modern era have much deeper roots than is sometimes
realized the day age scheme has roots in augustine s figurative creation days the world
week historical  scheme renaissance platonism and newtonian science while the literal
alternative of the gap theory combines ancient literal interpretation with chaos concepts
derived  from  greco  roman  myths  and  interpreted  through  a  geological  lens  early
treatments of this text are poorly understood because of their very different philosophical
and theological contexts hasty appropriation of ancient precedents as support for modern
interpretations  often  overlooks  or  oversimplifies  this  difference  changing  ideas  and
exploration in the early modern era undermined the dominance of this text so that by the
time of goodwin s essay in essays and reviews genesis 1 1 2 3 was already well on the way
to its present intellectual marginalization this study enables an insight into the mighty
career of a biblical text of seminal importance and fills a significant niche in reception
historical research

christian apologist ben smith believes that the creation account in genesis 1 can be read
literally and historically as a real week of seven normal days without contradicting modern
astronomy and geology regarding the age of the universe and earth many christians are
divided over how to reconcile genesis with modern science and this book evaluates all of
the major options ultimately concluding that the bible allows for an old universe and earth
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in a way that is also scientifically accurate a former young earth creationist smith now
believes that the age of creation is not specified in the bible and therefore scientists are
free  to  answer  the  question  he  believes  that  christians  should  not  hide  from  the
controversy over the age of the earth but should take a fresh look at the text and be
impressed with its accuracy

this volume discusses the narrative of the creation of heaven earth and light in the first
chapter of genesis and focuses extensively on its later interpretations in different cultural
and religious contexts after an introductory paper on the text of genesis itself the authors
deal with receptions of this theme in the prophet jeremiah early judaism and the dead sea
scrolls they comment on creation accounts in the ancient near east ancient greece and
ancient philosophy reconstructing the earliest known receptions of genesis 1 in ancient
philosophers like numenius and galen they trace its influence in the johannine petrine and
pauline traditions of early christianity and follow it right through the middle ages up till the
present day discussion of design in nature

several  interpretations  of  genesis  and  scientific  evidence  endeavor  to  demonstrate
harmony among them young earth creationism mature creation the day age theory the
analogical day theory and the framework hypothesis vern poythress explores which is best

this book examines the history of christian interpretation of the seven day framework of
genesis 1 1 2 3 in the hebrew bible old testament from the post apostolic era to the debates
surrounding  essays  and  reviews  1860  included  in  the  survey  are  patristic  medieval
renaissance  reformation  eighteenth  century  enlightenment  and  finally  early  to  mid
nineteenth century interpretations of the days of creation the author shows that readings
of genesis 1 1 2 3 in the modern era have much deeper roots than is sometimes realized the
day age scheme has roots in augustine s figurative creation days the world week historical
scheme renaissance platonism and newtonian science while the literal alternative of the
gap theory combines ancient literal interpretation with chaos concepts derived from greco
roman myths and interpreted through a geological lens early treatments of this text are
poorly understood because of their very different philosophical and theological contexts
hasty appropriation of ancient precedents as support for modern interpretations often
overlooks or oversimplifies this difference changing ideas and exploration in the early
modern era undermined the dominance of this text so that by the time of goodwin s essay
in essays and reviews genesis 1 1 2 3 was already well on the way to its present intellectual
marginalization this study enables an insight into the mighty career of a biblical text of
seminal importance and fills a significant niche in reception historical research

few passages in the hebrew bible have been subject to more scrutiny than genesis 1 and 2
in  this  volume  a  diverse  international  team  of  experts  guides  readers  through
interpretations of the genesis creation stories throughout history inviting them to consider
perspectives from the earliest times to the present the book offers an accurate description
of how these chapters have been read through the centuries explaining each interpretive
approach in its own terms each chapter includes sidebars and suggestions for further
reading

investigates and compares augustine s two commentaries on the opening chapters of
genesis de genesi contra manichaeos his first scriptural exegesis and de genesi ad litteram
the final and monumental version of his exploration of creation this book describes how
augustine s exegesis of genesis 1 3 progressed in the two commentaries

original sin and the evolution of sexual difference re examines christian thinking about
original sin and sexual difference in conversation with recent developments in evolutionary
biology and feminist philosophy and theology

fourteen theological scholars address key topics related to the age of the earth which is
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the crucial issue of debate in the church today regarding origins bringing to bear rigorous
biblical theological and historical arguments in favor of a six day creation the global flood
and a young earth they also provide much needed critiques of a number of contemporary
old earth interpretations of the book of genesis this fresh defense of the literal history of
genesis 1 11 nicely complements other studies which focus more on the scientific evidence
of young earth creationism as such this book can serve as a versatile supplement to other
works but is also designed to be used as a standalone text for seminary and bible college
professors and students pastors missionaries and others who want in depth apologetic
resources coming to grips with genesis biblical authority and the age of the earthincludes
forewords by dr john macarthur president of the master s seminary and senior pastor of
grace community church sun valley ca and the late dr henry morris founder and president
emeritus  institute  for  creation research detailed  analysis  of  the  verbs  of  genesis  1  a
defense of the genesis 5 11 genealogies as strict chronologies reasons for rejecting millions
of years of death and natural evil before adam s sin careful reflection on jesus teachings
regarding a young earth

discussion about god s work of creation are often overwhelmed by questions such as the
age of  the  earth  and the  relationship  between divine  creation  and evolution  without
completely ignoring these issues this rigorously grounded theological  interpretation of
genesis 1 engages thinkers like plato martin luther and karl barth

a thorough and conscientious commentary on the first three chapters from the book of
genesis completed in 415 augustine s purpose is to explain to the best of his ability what
the author intended to say about what god did when he made heaven and earth contains
books 7 12

in his clear and readable style walter brueggemann presents genesis as a single book set
within the context of the whole of biblical revelation he sees his task as bringing the text
close to the faith and ministry of the church he interprets genesis as a proclamation of god
s decisive dealing with creation rather than as history of myth brueggemann s impressive
perspective  illuminates  the  study of  the  first  book  of  the  bible  interpretation  a  bible
commentary for teaching and preaching is a distinctive resource for those who interpret
the bible in the church planned and written specifically for teaching and preaching needs
this critically acclaimed biblical commentary is a major contribution to scholarship and
ministry

the t t clark encyclopedia of second temple judaism provides a comprehensive reference
resource  of  over  600 scholarly  articles  aimed at  scholars  and students  interested  in
judaism of the second temple period the two volume work is split into four parts part one
offers a prolegomenon for the contemporary study and appreciation of second temple
judaism locating the discipline in relation to other relevant fields such as hebrew bible
rabbinics  christian  origins  beginning  with  a  discussion  of  terminology  the  discussion
suggests ways the second temple period may be described and concludes by noting areas
of study that challenge our perception of ancient judaism part two presents an overview of
respective  contexts  of  the  discipline  set  within  the  broad  framework  of  historical
chronology corresponding to a  set  of  full  colour  custom designed maps with distinct
attention to primary sources the author traces the development of historical social political
and religious developments from the time period following the exile in the late 6th century
b c e through to the end of the bar kokhba revolt 135 c e part three focuses specifically on
a wide selection of primary source literature of second temple judaism summarizing the
content of key texts and examining their similarities and differences with other texts of the
period essays here include a brief introduction to the work and a summary of its contents
as well as examination of critical issues such as date provenance location language s and
interpretative matters the early reception history of texts is also considered and followed
by a bibliography specific to that essay numerous high resolution manuscript images are
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utilized to illustrate distinct features of the texts part four addresses topics relevant to the
second temple period such as places practices historical figures concepts and subjects of
scholarly discussion these are often supplemented by images maps drawings or diagrams
some of which appear here for the first time copiously illustrated carefully researched and
meticulously referenced this resource provides a reliable up to date and complete guide for
those studying early judaism in its literary and historical settings

a thorough and conscientious commentary on the first three chapters from the book of
genesis completed in 415 augustine s purpose is to explain to the best of his ability what
the author intended to say about what god did when he made heaven and earth contains
books 1 6

this book is the first peer reviewed collection of papers focusing on the potential of myth
storylines to yield data and lessons that are of value to the geological sciences building on
the nascent discipline of geomythology scientists and scholars from a variety of disciplines
have contributed to this volume the geological hazards such as earthquakes tsunamis
volcanic eruptions and cosmic impacts that have given rise to myths are considered as are
the sacred and cultural  values associated with rocks fossils geological formations and
landscapes there are also discussions about the historical  and literary perspectives of
geomythology  regional  coverage  includes  europe  and  the  mediterranean  afghanistan
cameroon india australia japan pacific islands south america and north america myth and
geology challenges the widespread notion that myths are fictitious or otherwise lacking in
value for the physical sciences book jacket

frieden explores  methods  of  dream interpretation  in  the  bible  the  talmud and in  the
writings of sigmund freud and brings to light freud s troubled relationship to his judaic
forerunners this book reveals unfamiliar associations in intellectual history and challenges
received ideas in biblical talmudic and freudian scholarship freud distanced himself from
dream interpreters such as joseph and daniel by rejecting their intuitive methods and their
claims to predict the future while biblical  and talmudic dream interpretation generally
involve prophecy freud sought to limit himself to the determination of prior causes in the
dreamer s life nevertheless frieden demonstrates that freud s strategies of interpretation
and especially his use of free association inevitably guide the dreamer toward a future this
resonance between ancient prophecy and modern psychology is merely one example of
the  concealed  relationship  between  judaic  and  psychoanalytic  dream  interpretation
frieden shows the role both of actual influences and influences denied by freud

in  this  enlightening study renowned twentieth century  theologian dietrich bonhoeffer
offers a careful textual analysis of the story of creation approaching the biblical tale of
genesis with the eye of a philosopher and the soul of a true christian creation and fall is
bonhoeffer s lucid brilliant analysis of the first three chapters of genesis here he discusses
the seeming scientific naiveté behind the creation story god s love and goodness and
humanity  s  creation its  free  will  and its  blessedness bonhoeffer  also  tackles  difficult
questions that are raised from the first book of the bible questions about the seemingly
redundant second story of creation about god s own beginning about the source of the
light that was created the first day the author then expounds upon adam and eve s fall
from grace how could they creatures made in god s image have thought to oppose god so
foully where did the first evil come from how did humanity lose its right to live in paradise
in temptation bonhoeffer  questions how temptation appeared in  the midst  of  eden s
innocence and he explores the very nature of evil bonhoeffer explains that jesus christ
helps us to understand and conquer physical and spiritual temptation through his grace
and goodness

an essential biography of one of the bible s most influential books during its 2 500 year life
the book of genesis has been the keystone to almost every important claim about reality
humanity and god in judaism and christianity and it continues to play a central role in
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debates about science politics and human rights with clarity and skill acclaimed biblical
scholar ronald hendel provides a panoramic history of this iconic book exploring its impact
on western religion philosophy science politics literature and more hendel  traces how
genesis  has  shaped views of  reality  and how changing views of  reality  have shaped
interpretations of genesis literal and figurative readings have long competed with each
other hendel  tells  how luther s criticisms of traditional  figurative accounts of genesis
undermined  the  catholic  church  how  galileo  made  the  radical  argument  that  the
cosmology of genesis wasn t scientific evidence and how spinoza made the equally radical
argument that the scientific method should be applied to genesis itself indeed hendel
shows  how  many  high  points  of  western  thought  and  art  have  taken  the  form  of
encounters with genesis from paul and augustine to darwin emily dickinson and kafka from
debates  about  slavery  gender  and  sexuality  to  the  struggles  over  creationism  and
evolution genesis has shaped our world and continues to do so today this wide ranging
account tells the remarkable story of the life of genesis like no other book
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