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the network of freemasons and masonic lodges in the middle east is an opaque and mysterious
one and is all too often seen within the area as a vanguard for western purposes of regional
domination but here dorothe sommer explains how freemasonry in greater syria at the end of the
nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth century actually developed a life of its own promoting
local and regional identities she stresses that during the rule of the ottoman empire freemasonry
was actually one of the first institutions in what is now syria and lebanon which overcame
religious and sectarian divisions indeed the lodges attracted more participants such as the
members of the trad and yaziji  family khaireddeen abdulwahab hassan bayhum alexander
barroudi and jurji yanni than any other society or fraternity

beirut is a tour de force that takes the reader from the ancient to the modern world offering a
dazzling panorama of the city s seleucid roman arab ottoman and french incarnations kassir
vividly  describes  beirut  s  spectacular  growth  in  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries
concentrating on its emergence after the second world war as a cosmopolitan capital until its
near  destruction  during  the  devastating  lebanese  civil  war  of  1975  1990  from  publisher
description

in german religious women in late ottoman beirut competing missions julia hauser offers a
critical analysis of the german protestant kaiserswerth deaconesses orphanage and boarding
school  for  girls  in  late  ottoman  beirut  as  situated  within  the  larger  field  of  educational
development in the city drawing among other sources on the deaconesses largely unpublished
letters  home  her  study  illuminates  that  the  only  way  missionary  organizations  like  the
deaconesses  could  succeed  was  by  entering  into  negotiations  with  their  local  environment
adapting their agenda in the process mission therefore was shaped not merely at home but by
conflictual  negotiations  on  the  periphery  a  perspective  quite  different  from the  top  down
isolationist perspective of earlier research on missions

a captivating account of the starvation and disease that wracked far from the front beirut
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during wwi and the relief efforts that followed middle east journal with the exception of a few
targeted aerial bombardments of the city s port beirut and mount lebanon did not see direct
combat in world war i yet civilian casualties in this part of the ottoman empire reached shocking
heights possibly numbering half a million people no war in its usual understanding took place
there but lebanon was incontestably war stricken as a food crisis escalated into famine it was the
bloodless incursion of starvation and the silent assault of fatal disease that defined everyday life
the charity of war tells how the ottoman home front grappled with total war and how it sought to
mitigate  starvation  and  sickness  through  relief  activities  melanie  s  tanielian  examines  the
wartime famine s reverberations throughout the community in beirut s municipal institutions in its
philanthropic and religious organizations in international agencies and in the homes of the city s
residents her local history reveals a dynamic politics of provisioning that was central to civilian
experiences in the war as well as to the middle eastern political landscape that emerged post
war by tracing these responses to the conflict she demonstrates world war i s immediacy far from
the european trenches in a place where war was a socio economic and political process rather
than a military event

snakes of the world a catalogue of living and extinct species the first catalogue of its kind covers
all living and fossil snakes described between 1758 and 2012 comprising 3 509 living and 274
extinct species allocated to 539 living and 112 extinct genera also included are 54 genera and
302 species that are dubious or invalid resulting in reco

the present volume emanated from a conference on the syrian land which was held in the
summer of 1989 in erlangen p xi

a brief brutal clash in lebanon in 1958 followed the build up of tensions between the country s
most prominent communities maronites druze and sunnis this quickly escalated into a full blown
national crisis which saw us marines landing on beirut shores this period of lebanese history is
often seen as the product of friction between pan arab nationalism and the growing threat to
western hegemony during the cold war but while orientation towards the west or the arab world
was a critical feature of these times kanaan argues that the 1958 flashpoint was the culmination
of a century of unresolved conflict between these three groups lebanon 1860 1960 is an insightful
study of the various cultural interpretations that underlay lebanon s vulnerable and volatile
infrastructure leading to what the us department of defense referred to as like war but not war a
confrontation that was to have repercussions in lebanon and throughout the region for decades
to follow book jacket

a stunning history of  lebanon over  five centuries  skillfully  weaving together  social  political
cultural  and economic  history  this  deeply  informed and penetrating  study  provides  a  rich
understanding of the vibrant tragic but ever hopeful leban
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