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november 13 1918 the day mustafa kemal arrived in istanbul just two weeks after the signing of
the armistice of mudros may 16 1919 the day he left istanbul for samsun on the bandirma
steamship this book relates the adventure that took place during the intervening six months it is a

story that has never received the treatment it deserves but that has now been remedied these six
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months were essentially the planning and preparation phase of the war of independence dr alev
coskun gives the reader a masterful and meticulous account of mustafa kemal s daily contacts in
the context of political developments with commentary on the significance of these events on the
one hand we see minorities supporting the occupying british french and italian forces spies
brazenly operating everywhere and british sympathizers and on the other hand we see the turks
exhausted helpless and grieving the fact that their capital is now occupied this was the catastrophe
to which mustafa kemal and his comrades sought a remedy it is a breathtaking six months filled
with incredible events the original name of this book was samsun dan Once bilinmeyen 6 ay Isgal
hiiziin hazirlik the unknown six months before samsun occupation grief and preparation because
the book covers in detail the six month period during which atatiirk planned the revolution that
would lay the foundations of the republic of turkey the book s english title makes reference to the
turkish revolution the author s straightforward and easy to read narrative was first published in
turkish in 2008 the events related in this rigorous historical work are fully documented and
skillfully woven together the book is in its 24th printing and has sold 100 000 copies proof that it is

achieving its mission of passing on the history of the republic of turkey to the next generation

films often act as a prism that refracts the issues facing a nation and turkish cinema in particular
serves to encapsulate the cultural and social turmoil of modern day turkey acclaimed film scholar
gonll dénmez colin examines here the way that national cinema reveals the turkish quest for a
modern identity marked by continually shifting ethnic demographics politics and geographic
borders turkish society struggles to reconcile modern attitudes with traditional morals and
centuries old customs dénmez colin examines how contemporary turkish filmmakers address this
struggle in their cinematic works positing that their films revolve around ideas of migration and
exile and give voice to previously subsumed denied identities such as that of the kurds turkish
cinema also crucially examines how these films confront taboo subjects such as homosexuality
incest and honor killings issues that have only become viable subjects of discussion in the new
generation of turkish citizens a deftly written and thought provoking study turkish cinema will

be invaluable for scholars of middle east studies and cinephiles alike
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