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throughout the centuries of church history the lord has progressively carried out his work
of recovery in this book witness lee shows that the lord s present advance is to recover the
priesthood of the gospel the organic building up of the body of christ the perfecting of the
believers and the speaking of god s word for the building of the body of christ he
concludes with help as to how we can practice these four matters

according to the bible our experience of christ as life is both progressive and practical in
our experience we must progress from being in christ to abiding in christ and from christ
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abiding in us to ultimately being full grown in christ in the experience of life witness lee
presents these and many more practical principles to guide our spiritual growth and
development along the proper path to knowing christ in a deeper and fuller way

the entire content of the bible especially the new testament is life life is its center life is the
substance element and factor of the entire new testament the new testament is a book of
this life acts 5 20 the eternal life in this book witness lee touches on numerous biblical
principles and experiential matters related to the experience and growth in the divine life

this book is intended as an aid to believers in developing a daily time of morning revival
with the lord in his word at the same time it provides a limited review of the international
training for elders and responsible ones webcast from anaheim california on april 16 18
2021 the general subject of the training was vital factors for the recovery of the church life
through intimate contact with the lord in his word the believers can be constituted with life
and truth and thereby equipped to prophesy in the meetings of the church unto the
building up of the body of christ

today the lord demands that we have the recovery of the meeting in mutuality as unveiled
in 1 corinthians 14 26 by practicing ephesians 4 11 16 we must have the perfecting of the
saints by the gifts that the saints may participate in the work of the unique ministry of the
new testament the work of the building up of the body of christ the practice of ephesians 4
11 16 is for the building up of the body of christ by the body itself in the increase of the
body s growth in the divine life this is accomplished by the wide spreading of the gospel of
christ by visiting people for the producing of the new believers by home meetings to
nourish the new believers by group meetings to take care of the saints and teach them the
truth for their edification and by church meetings to exhibit and minister christ to the
saints for the building up of the body of christ by the developing and exercising of the
saints organic functions

after showing that christ today is the spirit with our spirit this book encourages us to
practice living one spirit with the lord by loving him and by receiving the bountiful supply of
the spirit in order to grow be transformed and eventually conformed to his image

throughout the centuries translations of the bible have steadily improved in general each
new translation inherits from previous ones and opens the way for later ones while a new
translation derives help from its predecessors it should go further the recovery version of
the new testament following the precedent set by the major authoritative english versions
and taking these versions as reference not only incorporates lessons learned from an
examination of others practices but also attempts to avoid biases and inaccurate
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judgments this version frequently guided by other versions attempts to provide the best
utterance for the revelation in the divine word that it may be expressed in the english
language with the greatest accuracy translating the bible depends not only on an adequate
comprehension of the original language but also on a proper understanding of the divine
revelation in the holy word throughout the centuries the understanding of the divine
revelation possessed by the saints has always been based upon the light they received
and this understanding has progressed steadily the consummation of this understanding
forms the basis of this translation and its footnotes hence this translation and the
accompanying footnotes could be called the crystallization of the understanding of the
divine revelation which the saints everywhere have attained to in the past two thousand
years it is our hope that the recovery version will carry on the heritage that it has received
and will pave the way for future generations as with any new testament translation the
determination of the original greek text based upon the available manuscripts forms the
basis for the text of the recovery version of the new testament the recovery version
follows for the most part the nestle aland greek text as found in novum testamentum
graece 26th edition however in determining the original form of any verse the translators
of the recovery version gave careful consideration to the larger context of chapter and
book and to similar portions of the new testament the most recently discovered
manuscripts or the manuscripts of oldest date are not necessarily the most accurate or
reliable hence the determination of the text for this version was based largely upon the
principle stated above departures from the nestle aland text are sometimes indicated in
the footnotes italicized words in the verses indicate supplied words not found in the greek
text quotation marks are used to indicate close quotation from the old testament the
recovery version embodies extensive research into the meaning of the original text and
attempts to express this meaning with english that is to the point easy to understand and
readable in those places where it is difficult to express the exact meaning of the original
greek explanatory footnotes have been supplied the subject provided at the beginning of
each book and the outline of each book take the historical facts as their base and express
the spiritual meaning in each book the footnotes stress the revelation of the truth the
spiritual light and the supply of life more than history geography and persons the cross
references lead not only to other verses with the same expressions and facts but also to
other matters related to the spiritual revelation in the divine word

in the life and way for the practice of the church life witness lee speaks not only of our
need to know christ but also of our need to receive a vision of the church his body enjoying
christ as life will lead us into the proper practice of the church life in the proper church life
we all live and move as members of the body guard the genuine ground of oneness and
experience christ in order to present his riches in the meetings for the building up of his
body
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while outward adjustment and efforts at self improvement may produce temporary results
they quickly fade the inward operation of the living christ however produces genuine and
lasting spiritual growth the experience of christ as life for the building up of the church
unveils that this inward operation of life also results in the building up of the church as the
expression of god in each chapter witness lee presents not only a clear vision of our
enjoyable christ but also many practical ways for us to enter into the enjoyment and
expression of christ in the church
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