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the revised and updated 2nd edition of handbook of contemporary preaching is a comprehensive
textbook on preaching and teaching the bible pastors will be better equipped after reading and learning
from some of the most notable scholars and pastors on the topic of preaching

the reading and preaching of the scriptures in the worship of the christian church is a multivolume
study by hughes oliphant old that canvasses the history of preaching from the words of moses at
mount sinai through modern times in volume 1 the biblical period old begins his survey by discussing
the roots of the christian ministry of the word in the worship of israel he then examines the preaching
of christ and the apostles finally old looks at the development and practice of christian preaching in the
second and third centuries concluding with the ministry of origen

more than a century after his death in 1910 mark twain remains a lightning rod for controversy
especially in matters of race class and gender the volatile views this iconic american author expressed
in classics like adventures of huckleberry finn continue to provoke heated debate among antagonistic
culture war factions however when citing his withering attacks on religion believers and atheists alike
are often united in concluding that twain was either a mocking skeptic or a hostile atheist in there is no
humor in heaven dwayne eutsey challenges the persistent view of twain as a hostile critic of religion
by placing him within the prevailing liberal religious ethos of his time from hannibal to the western
frontier and from hartford to the wider world eutsey contends twain s vocation as a humorist was
rooted in his frustrated youthful ambition to become a preacher of the gospel throughout his life his
friendships with several influential liberal ministers each of them espousing various forms of the era s
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diverse progressive theology informed not only twain s evolving religious worldview but his lecture
performances  and literary output  there  is  no humor in  heaven traces  unconventional  theological
influences on twain ranging from african american spirituality freemasonry and frontier unitarianism
to devout liberal christianity radical free religion and esoteric hinduism drawing from twain s writings
documents  personal  notes  and  more  there  is  no  humor  in  heaven  offers  readers  a  radical  re
examination of the spiritually creative vitality of a controversial literary giant

few vocations share more in common with preaching than stand up comedy each profession demands
attention  to  the  speaker  s  bodily  and  facial  gestures  tone  and  inflection  timing  and  thoughtful
engagement with contemporary contexts furthermore both preaching and stand up arise out of creative
tension with homiletic or comedic traditions respectively every time the preacher steps into the pulpit
or  the  comedian steps  onto the  stage they must  measure  their  words  and gestures  against  their
audience  s  expectations  and  assumptions  they  participate  in  a  kind  of  dance  that  is  at  once
choreographed and open to improvisation it is these and similar commonalities between preaching and
stand up comedy that this book engages stand up preaching does not aim to help preachers tell better
jokes the focus of this book is far more expansive given the recent popularity of comedy specials
preachers have greater access to a broad array of emerging comics who showcase fresh comedic styles
and variations on comedic traditions coupled with the perennial def comedy jams on hbo preachers
also have ready access to the work of classic comics who have exhibited great storytelling and stage
presence this book will offer readers tools to discern what is homiletically significant in historical and
contemporary  stand  up  routines  equipping  them with  fresh  ways  to  riff  off  of  their  respective
preaching traditions and nuanced ways to engage issues of contemporary sociopolitical importance

confederate monuments preach at times subtly at other times overtly about who we are who god is and
how we should live together david m stark looks at the way many confederate monuments provided
ongoing opportunities for commemorative speeches and ceremonies that would entrench racist and
white supremacist ideologies in the american south stark examines key speeches and proclamations
given around monuments to the lost cause such as julian carr s silent sam speech 1913 and archer
anderson s speech at the dedication of a monument to robert e lee 1890 reading these as theological
and  homiletic  moments  stark  then  moves  on  to  construct  a  homiletic  that  can  confront  such
monuments and the racist preaching ideologies around them in developing this counter homiletic stark
analyzes the preaching strategies written into confederate monuments and highlights best practices
from recent counter proclamations that deconstruct the troubling rhetoric and theology of confederate
monument dedication speeches finally stark presents insights from naming commission reports and
clergy interviews about the values mission and leadership needed to work for ongoing change

published in 1884 huck finn has become one of the most widely taught novels in american curricula
but where did huckleberry finn come from and what made it so distinctive shelley fisher fishkin
suggests that in huckleberry finn more than in any other work mark twain let african american voices
language and rhetorical traditions play a major role in the creation of his art in was huck black fishkin
combines close readings of published and unpublished writing by twain with intensive biographical
and historical research and insights gleaned from linguistics literary theory and folklore to shed new
light on the role african american speech played in the genesis of huckleberry finn given that book s
importance in american culture her analysis illuminates as well how the voices of african americans
have shaped our sense of what is distinctively american about american literature fishkin shows that
mark twain was surrounded throughout his life by richly talented african american speakers whose
rhetorical gifts twain admired candidly and profusely a black child named jimmy whom twain called
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the most  artless  sociable and exhaustless talker  i  ever came across helped twain understand the
potential of a vernacular narrator in the years before he began writing huckleberry finn and served as a
model for the voice with which twain would transform american literature a slave named jerry whom
twain referred to as an impudent and satirical and delightful young black man taught twain about
signifying satire in an african american vein when twain was a teenager later twain would recall that
he thought him the greatest man in the united states at the time other african american voices left their
mark on twain s imagination as well but their role in the creation of his art has never been recognized
was  huck  black  adds  a  new dimension  to  current  debates  over  multiculturalism and  the  canon
american literary historians have told a largely segregated story white writers come from white literary
ancestors black writers from black ones the truth is more complicated and more interesting while
african american culture shaped huckleberry finn that novel in turn helped shape african american
writing in the twentieth century as ralph ellison commented in an interview with fishkin twain made it
possible for many of us to find our own voices was huck black dramatizes the crucial role of black
voices in twain s art and takes the first steps beyond traditional cultural boundaries to unveil an
american literary heritage that is infinitely richer and more complex than we had thought

the origins and influence of jim mark twain s beloved yet polarizing literary figure mark twain s jim
introduced in adventures of huckleberry finn 1885 is a shrewd self aware and enormously admirable
enslaved man one of the first fully drawn black fathers in american fiction haunted by the family he
has left behind jim acts as father figure to huck the white boy who is his companion as they raft the
mississippi toward freedom jim is also a highly polarizing figure he is viewed as an emblem both of
twain s alleged racism and of his opposition to racism a diminished character inflected by minstrelsy
and a powerful challenge to minstrel stereotypes a reason for banning huckleberry finn and a reason
for teaching it an embarrassment and a source of pride for black readers eminent twain scholar shelley
fisher fishkin probes these controversies exploring who jim was how twain portrayed him and how the
world has responded to him fishkin also follows jim s many afterlives in film from hollywood to the
soviet union in translation around the world and in american high school classrooms today the result is
jim as we have never seen him before a fresh and compelling portrait of one of the most memorable
black characters in american fiction

deals extensively with the african american experience in the united states from the very beginning up
to the present day with an in depth examination of the history and contributions of a people who want
to be recognized

you recall the expression toting the lead row don t you in chopping cotton or corn there is always a
leader one who can chop the fastest of them all when he finishes his row he goes back and helps the
other choppers finish theirs the one who totes the lead row takes the lead place in the next row ruby
pickens tartt as a young woman growing up in livingston in the black belt region of alabama ruby
pickens tartt developed a keen interest in the stories songs and folklore of rural blacks born in 1880
this remarkable woman lived through 94 years of dramatic change for blacks and whites alike she was
certain that the very essence of her native sumter county lay on the back roads in the cabins hidden
nearby and with the black people who lived there their singing and their stories captivated her the
preservation of their heritage became life long commitment in her collection work including service
with the wpa writers project ruby pickens tartt worked with and assisted other collectors of folklore
notably carl carmer and john lomax indeed her livingston home became a mecca for folklorists and
writers in helping them all truly mrs tartt was toting the lead row toting the lead row is divided into
two major parts the first is biographical and told in detail is her work during the depression with the
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federal writers project collecting folk songs and life histories and gathering folklore the second part
contains selecting writings of ruby pickens tartt 18 life histories and stories and 12 slave narratives
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