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in this second volume of main currents of sociological thought raymond aron continues
the analysis begun in the first volume of the great doctrines of historical sociol ogy aron
explores the work of three figures who profoundly shaped sociology as it entered the
twentieth century emile durkheim the great french theorist of consensus who continued
auguste comte s quest for a science of society and a scientific validation of morality
vilfredo pareto the italian neo machiavellian who mocked traditional mo rality and
humanitarian pretensions and emphasized the oligarchic or elitist character of all societies
and the german sociologist max weber who reflected continuously on the relationship
between science and action filled with deep foreboding about the pros pects for human
freedom in an age marked by bureaucratization and rationalization aron presents rich
portraits of these three thinkers drawing from them what remains of enduring worth even
as he distances himself from durkheim s project for a science of society pareto s
exaggerated critique of humanitarianism and weber s tragic pessimism aron s book is
essential for clarifying his profound indebtedness to and crucial divergences from the
thought of max weber the sociologist par excellence in aron s view together with volume
1 which treats the work of montesquieu comte marx and tocqueville it forms the
definitive survey of the great social thinkers to date yet as daniel j mahoney and brian c
anderson explain in their introduction main currents is more than a survey it is above all
a challenge to contemporary social science to retain the ambition of an older
philosophically informed sociology to present an interpretation of modern society and to

reflect on the meaning of universal history

this is the second of raymond aron s classic two volume survey of the sociological
tradition arguably the definitive work of its kind aron explores the work of three figures
who profoundly shaped sociology as it entered the twentieth century Emile durkheim who
continued auguste comte s quest for a science of society and a scientific validation of
morality vilfredo pareto the italian neo machiavellian who emphasized the oligarchic or
elitist character of all societies and the german sociologist max weber who reflected

critically on the prospects for human freedom in an age marked by bureaucratization and
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rationalization aron presents rich portraits of these three thinkers drawing out the enduring
insights that remain in their work at the same time he reflects critically on durkheim s
project for a science of society pareto s critique of humanitarianism and weber s tragic
pessimism above all the book is remarkable for demonstrating aron s lifelong
indebtedness to and divergence from the thought of max weber the sociologist par
excellence in aron s view this routledge classics edition includes an introduction by daniel

j mahoney and brian ¢ anderson

how has reason believed since the enlightenment to be the ally of freedom in the search
for a better more humanly satisfying world been reduced to a technical rationality that
has actually impoverished the bases of human freedom what might be the options and
obligations for sociologists who wish to restore reason to its proper status working within
the tradition of ¢ wright mills and jurgen habermas frank hearn sets out to answer these
questions he surveys the treatment of the relation between reason and freedom in both
the classical tradition especially the writings of saint simon comte durkheim marx weber
and freud and an increasingly significant segment of social thought and criticism and for
example in the contrasting visions of daniel bell and christopher lasch he then analyses
both the concrete social and historical forms of expression taken by what mills calls
rationality without reason and their impact on individual autonomy and the freedoms
associated with democratic politics finally he develops mills s and habermas s claims that
the cultivation of democratic publics and a critical social theory committed to a vibrant
public life are indispensable to the protection and revitalization of the values of reason
and freedom and of the practices they entail this book updates and enriches mills s
influential argument by demonstrating its affinity with critical theory by showing its
contributions to a critical understanding of the classical tradition and by showing its

implications for contemporary social political and economic developments

this is the first of raymond aron s magisterial two volume treatment of the sociological
tradition perhaps the definitive work of its kind the second volume treating durkheim
pareto and weber is scheduled to appear in spring 1998 more than a work of
reconstruction aron s study is at its deepest level an engagement with the question of

modernity what constitutes the essence of the new modern order that having emerged in
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the eighteenth century still forms the categories of our experience sweeping us along
toward an unknown destination with his usual scrupulous fairness aron looks to the major
social thinkers to discern how they answered this pressing question volume 1 explores
three traditions the french liberal school of political sociology represented by montesquieu
and tocqueville the comtean tradition anticipating durkheim in its deemphasis of the
political and its elevation of social unity and consensus and the marxists who posited the
struggle between classes and placed their faith in historical necessity a foreword by the
eminent french philosopher pierre manent highlights main currents as a unique
contribution to political philosophy as well as the history of sociological thought while
daniel j mahoney and brian ¢ anderson provide an introduction situating main currents
within the corpus of aron s work as a whole this work is essential reading for

philosophers historians sociologists and political scientists

for today s readers to understand the history of sociological theories more is required
than a knowledge of formal propositions and theoretical structures in this impressive and
enduring text coser elucidates his examination of the ideas of fifteen influential
sociological thinkers with a discussion of the social and intellectual circumstances that
surrounded them each of the first fourteen chapters follows a parallel organization the
first section is a capsule summary of the scholar s work his main orientations ideas and
contributions next is a short sketch of his life his struggles and successes the influences of
his family peers and superiors and his involvement in community affairs the third section
locates him and his work in the texture of a particular moment in intellectual history the
concluding section addresses sociological questions such as what were the social origins of
the theorist did crucial events e g war depression revolution help fashion his orientations
in ways similar to those of others in his generation the final chapter presents a less
detailed discussion of major american theorists whose theories emerged between the

1940s and 1960s

the second volume of the landmark study examining the work of sociology s defining
thinkers from the turn of the nineteenth century to the interwar period main currents in
sociological thought remains a foundational synthesis in the field in this second and final

volume of his classic survey raymond aron explores the work of three figures who
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profoundly shaped sociology as it entered the twentieth century durkheim who continued
comte s quest for a science of society and a scientific validation of morality pareto the
italian neo machiavellian who emphasized the elitist character of all societies and weber
the german sociologist who reflected critically on the prospects for human freedom in an
age of disenchantment bringing together penetrating intellectual portraits of these great
thinkers and close readings of their most consequential texts main currents in sociological
thought highlights the historical and intellectual context within which each man wrote and

draws out their works enduring insights and influence in the field today

rather than a work of theory itself explorations in classical sociological theory seeing the
social world is an insightful work that invites students to think creatively reflexively and
critically about their social worlds written in a conversational tone that lifts the veil of
theoretical jargon explorations in classical sociological theory introduces students to the
major classical theorists including marx spencer durkheim weber simmel mead schutz
gilman and du bois this text focuses on the individual perspective of each theorist rather
than schools of thought and uses the provocative ideas of modernity and postmodernity
to help students understand how the theoretical historical perspectives apply to their own

time period

this is the first part of raymond aron s landmark two volume study of the sociological
tradition arguably the definitive work of its kind more than a work of reconstruction aron
s study is at its deepest level an engagement with the very question of modernity how
did the intellectual currents which emerged in the eighteenth century shape the modern
political and philosophical order with scrupulous fairness aron examines the thoughts and
arguments of the major social thinkers to discern how they answered this question
volume one explores three traditions the french liberal school of political sociology
represented by montesquieu and tocqueville the comtean tradition anticipating durkheim
in its elevation of social unity and consensus and the marxists who posited the struggle
between classes and placed their faith in historical necessity in his customary clear and
penetrating prose aron argues that each of these schools offers its own theory of the
diversity of societies and that each is inspired both by moral convictions and by scientific

hypotheses this routledge classics edition includes an introduction by daniel j mahoney
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and brian ¢ anderson

designed to help students discover and foster a natural interest in sociology the story of
sociological theory contextualizing social thinkers introduces students to key sociological
concepts and theories in a highly approachable way the opening chapter defines
sociology explains why we study sociology and presents a brief history of social theory
each proceeding chapter focuses on a general theme and provides readers with the
context and ideas from influential thinkers students read about the works of herbert
spencer william graham sumner and ludwig gumplowicz related to the interplay of
genetics and sociology they engage with max weber s ideas surrounding verstehen
charles ellwood s thoughts on group behavior and karl marx s theory of change
additional chapters address feminist theory postmodernism and poststructuralism
throughout the book chapter introductions comprehension questions critical thinking
questions summaries and recommended reading lists provide valuable context enrich the
learning experience and encourage further exploration of the subject matter the story of
sociological theory provides students with an accessible introduction to the discipline and
also effectively demonstrates how sociological thought is woven into our everyday lives
the text is an excellent resource for undergraduate programs and courses in sociology

and sociological theory
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1. How do | know which eBook

platform is the best for me?

2. Finding the best eBook
platform depends on your
reading preferences and
device compatibility. Research
different platforms, read user
reviews, and explore their
features before making a

choice.

3. Are free eBooks of good
quality? Yes, many reputable
platforms offer high-quality
free eBooks, including classics
and public domain works.
However, make sure to
verify the source to ensure

the eBook credibility.

4. Can | read eBooks without
an eReader? Absolutely! Most
eBook platforms offer web-
based readers or mobile
apps that allow you to read
eBooks on your computer,

tablet, or smartphone.

5. How do | avoid digital eye
strain while reading eBooks?
To prevent digital eye strain,
take regular breaks, adjust

the font size and background
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color, and ensure proper

lighting while reading eBooks.

. What the advantage of
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eBooks incorporate
multimedia elements, quizzes,
and activities, enhancing the
reader engagement and
providing a more immersive

learning experience.
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With
the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire
libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources
for ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a
treasure trove of knowledge
and entertainment without
the cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable, and
where can you find the
best ones? Let's dive into
the world of free ebook

sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer

numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
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save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast
array of books without

spending a dime.
Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether you're
at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world,
you can access your
favorite titles anytime,

anywhere, provided you

have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook
sites cover all genres and

interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free

ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality

and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature in

the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have
a webpage for every book
ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic

resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users
to search and preview
millions of books from
libraries and publishers
worldwide. While not all
books are available for free,

many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers

books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free
textbooks and business
books, making it an
excellent resource for

students and professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely
is crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your

devices.

Avoiding Pirated

Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks not
only harm authors and

publishers but can also pose
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security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to protect
against malware that can
be hidden in downloaded

files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure
the site has the right to
distribute the book and that
you're not violating

copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites

for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational

purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer

numerous academic

resources, including
textbooks and scholarly

articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for

personal development.

Supporting

Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents,
free ebook sites provide a
wealth of educational
materials for different grade

levels and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something

for everyone.
Fiction

From timeless classics to

contemporary bestsellers,

the fiction section is

brimming with options.
Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and

more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce
the financial burden of

education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can
find a plethora of children's
books, from picture books

to young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of
Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with
features that enhance

accessibility.
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Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks,
which are great for those
who prefer listening to

reading.
Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size
to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier
for those with visual

impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can
convert written text into
audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy

books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook Experience
To make the most out of
your ebook reading

experience, consider these

tips.

10

Choosing the Right

Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers
a comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook
Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to
find and access your

favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow
you to sync your library
across multiple devices, so
you can pick up right
where you left off, no
matter which device you're

using.

Challenges and

Limitations

Despite the benefits, free

ebook sites come with

challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability
of Titles

Not all books are available
for free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy

can be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing
and transferring between

devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor

connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising

for free ebook sites as
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technology continues to

advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology
will likely make accessing
and reading ebooks even
more seamless and

enjoyable.
Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help
more people benefit from

free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in

learning.

Conclusion

11

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a
wide range of books
without the financial burden.
They are invaluable
resources for readers of all
ages and interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and
discover the wealth of

knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites
are legal. They typically
offer books that are in the
public domain or have the
rights to distribute them.
How do | know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to well-

known and reputable sites

like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and
ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can |
download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats, making
them compatible with
various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free ebook
sites offer audiobooks?
Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer
listening to their books.
How can | support authors
if | use free ebook sites?
You can support authors by
purchasing their books
when possible, leaving
reviews, and sharing their

work with others.
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