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land has always been an important subject in texas in colonial times there was no gold or silver no rich cities or advanced civilizations to lure

europeans and americans to texas they went for land when texas won her independence from mexico in 1836 she had only one source of wealth

216 million acres of public lands thomas lloyd miller traces the history of those lands from 1519 to modern times he gives a complete account

of the acquisition and disposition of the lands explains what has been done about minerals timber and oil and discusses the work of the texas

land office and its commissioners using documentary sources he examines the conditions of texas lands from spanish grants to the present
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conflict over tidewater lands and offshore sunken treasure much of his material is made known for this first time this volume covers all

important legislation relating to the public lands lands for settlers for soldiers for internal improvements for schools as well as the administration

of laws related to rights to timber and minerals into the story is woven fraud carelessness and sometimes unwise decisions but there is also to be

found much wisdom on the part of dedicated statesmen and commissioners included are tables showing receipts from texas lands from 1835

through 1970 along with other tables of land grants to improve water transportation and grants for irrigation canals and ditches this account with

its useful maps and interesting illustrations is a valuable and indispensable tool for the student of the legal and social history of texas and an

informative source for the general reader it is a unique history of self government in the disposition of the public domain not equaled anywhere

else in america or indeed in history

the texas land grants were one of the largest public land distributions in american history induced by titles and estates spanish adventurers

ventured into the frontier followed by traders and artisans west texas was described as great space of land unknown and spanish sovereigns

wanted to fill that void gaining independence from spain mexico launched a land grant program with contractors who recruited emigrants after

the texas revolution in 1835 a system of castilian edicts and english common law came into use lacking hard currency land became the coin of

the realm and the republic gave generous grants to loyal first families and veterans through multiple homestead programs more than 200 million

acres had been deeded by the end of the 19th century the author has relied on close examination of special acts charters and litigation including
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many previously overlooked documents

for twenty years the historical atlas of texas stood as a trusted resource for students and aficionados of the state now this key reference has been

thoroughly updated and expanded and even rechristened texas a historical atlas more accurately reflects the lone star state at the dawn of the

twenty first century its 86 entries feature 175 newly designed maps more than twice the number in the original volume illustrating the most

significant aspects of the state s history geography and current affairs the heart of the book is its wealth of historical information sections

devoted to indigenous peoples of texas and its exploration and settlement offer more than 45 entries with visual depictions of everything from

the routes of spanish explorers to empresario grants to cattle trails in another 31 articles coverage of modern and contemporary texas takes in

hurricanes and highways power plants and population trends practically everything about this atlas is new all of the essays have been updated to

reflect recent scholarship while more than 30 appear for the first time addressing such subjects as the texas declaration of independence early

roads slavery the civil war and reconstruction texas oklahoma boundary disputes and the tideland oil controversy a dozen new entries for

contemporary texas alone chart aspects of industry agriculture and minority demographics nearly all of the expanded essays are accompanied by

multiple maps everyone in full color the most comprehensive state of the art work of its kind texas a historical atlas is more than just a

reference it is a striking visual introduction to the lone star state

laredo is a city at the crossroads of north american history founded by the spanish in 1755 it has stood at the intersection of regional commerce
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since its earliest days now john a adams jr provides the first ever panoramic business and economic history of laredo he traces the evolution of

the region from its early days as a ranching center into the mid twentieth century when laredo had become what it remains today a booming port

of trade and a principal center of commerce and financial services on the southern border of the united states in commerce and conflict on the

rio grande adams demonstrates how the increasingly diversified economy of the region fed the fortunes of the city his narrative buttressed

throughout by tables and statistics paints a vivid mural of both the economic forces and the farsighted and ambitious individuals that combined

to bring prosperity to this unique american city readers will find a wealth of insights into regional economics history and borderlands themes

for the first time the true story of the yellow rose of texas is told in full revealing a host of new insights and perspectives on one of america s

most popular stories for generations the yellow rose of texas has been one of america s most popular western myths growing larger over time

and little resembling the truth of what happened on april 21 1836 at the battle of san jacinto where a new texas republic won its independence

the woman who has been popularly connected to the story was an ordinary but also quite remarkable free black woman from the north emily d

west this work reconstructs her experience places it in full context and explores the evolution of a most fanciful myth

winner presidio la bahia award 2004 san antonio conservation society citation 2005 la familia de león was one of the foundation stones on

which texas was built martín de león and his wife patricia de la garza left a comfortable life in mexico for the hardships and uncertainties of the

texas frontier in 1801 together they established family ranches in south texas and in 1824 the town of victoria and the de león colony on the
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guadalupe river along with stephen f austin s colony the only completely successful colonization effort in texas they and their descendents

survived and prospered under four governments as the society in which they lived evolved from autocratic to republican and the economy from

which they drew their livelihood changed from one of mercantile control to one characterized by capitalistic investments combining the

storytelling flair of a novelist with a scholar s concern for the facts ana carolina castillo crimm here recounts the history of three generations of

the de león family she follows martín and patricia from their beginnings in mexico through the establishment of the family ranches in texas and

the founding of the de león colony and the town of victoria then she details how after martín s death in 1834 patricia and her children endured

the texas revolution exile in new orleans and mexico expropriation of their lands and after returning to texas years of legal battles to regain their

property representative of the experiences of many tejanos whose stories have yet to be written the history of the de león family is the story of

the tejano settlers of texas

organized in two major sections this definitive reference work provides historical essays by leading scholars in the field and surveys of the

principal archival holdings in texas with special emphasis on those significant to the history of the state the essays covering the most important

chronological periods and including some special topics offer up to date summaries of the major works and most significant interpretations in

the historical literature focusing on the political economic social cultural and intellectual concerns of the past the second section provides an

overview of the major archives within the state which will enable the researcher to locate primary sources each article is written by a historian
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or an archivist with special knowledge of the archives and includes an introduction to the collection location of the archive hours of operation

and a wealth of other useful information there are also brief discussions of topics that might be developed for further study from the resources

of the particular archive

to be sure the dramatic shift in land and resources greatly affected the mexican but it had its effect on the anglo american as well after the 1820s

many of the anglo american pioneers changed from buckskin clad farmers to cattle ranchers who wore boots and cowboy hats they learned to

ride heavy mexican saddles mounted on horses taken from the wild mustang herds of texas they drove great herds of longhorns north and

westward spreading the mexican life style and ranch economy as they went with the cattle ranch went many words practices and legal principles

that had been developed long before by the native mexicans of texas the tejanos

an examination of state lands from a state rather than federal government perspective this study presents information from 22 us states in its

discussion of state trust lands as models of public land administration

historical interpretations shape a culture s understanding of itself its challenges its options new conditions within society along with new

information and methods available to historians should call forth new interpretations of the past thus history changes as time passes yet texas

historians have had trouble discarding old understandings the contributors to this volume of texas historiography explore this key question why
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have historians not subjected the myths of the state to rigorous ongoing examination why does the macho myth of anglo texas still reign this

book is the first scholarly attempt to place the intellectual development of texas history within the framework of current trends in the study of u

s history twelve eminent scholars have contributed evaluations of the historical literature in their respective fields of expertise from texas

mexican culture and african american roles to agrarianism progressivism and the new deal from perspectives on women to the urban experience

of sunbelt boom and near bust the cumulative effort describes and analyzes what texas history is and how it got that way these stimulating

critiques challenge the field to produce a new synthesis that moves away from the provincialism that has so often limited the intellectual

directions of the state s historians and the actions of its political leaders
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