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the second volume of the cambridge history of capitalism provides an authoritative
reference on the spread and impact of capitalism across the world and the varieties of
responses to it employing a wide geographical coverage and strong comparative outlook a
team of leading scholars explore the global consequences that capitalism has had for
industry agriculture and trade along with the reactions by governments firms and markets
the authors consider how world war i halted the initial spread of capitalism but global
capitalism arose again by the close of the twentieth century they explore how the
responses of labor movements compounded by the reactions by political regimes whether
defensive or proactive led to diverse military and welfare consequences beneficial results
eventually emerged but the rise and spread of capitalism has not been easy or smooth
this definitive volume will have widespread appeal amongst historians economists and
political scientists
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the term capitalism is generally applied to the system under which the instruments of
production are the property of private owners who usually employ managers and manual
workers to carry out production by their means a word first of all to indicate clearly the
point of view which characterizes the study i shall not enter into the question of the
formation of capital itself that is of the sum total of the goods employed by their possessor
to produce more goods at a profit it is the capitalist alone the holder of capital who will
hold our attention my purpose is simply to characterize for the various epochs of economic
history the nature of this capitalist and to search for his origin about the author henri
pirenne 1862 1935 was a belgian historian who made significant contributions to the field
of medieval history

to put the current crisis of capitalism the third major one according to him in historical
perspective beaud economics u of paris viii vincennes reviews the development of the
economic relation over the past five centuries he focuses on such questions as the
formation of political economy cap

what does capitalism mean the emergence of a controversial concept three classics marx
weber and schumpeter other voices and a working definition merchant capitalism china
and arabia europe dynamic latecomer interim findings around 1500 expansion business
and violence colonialism and world trade joint stock company and finance capitalism
plantation economy and slavery agrarian capitalism mining and proto industrialization
capitalism culture and enlightenment adam smith in context the capitalist era the contours
of industrialization and globalization since 1800 from ownership to managerial capitalism
financialization work in capitalism market and state analysis and critique

what lies at the center of the mexican colonial experience should mexican colonial society
be construed as a theoretical monolith capitalist from its inception or was it essentially
feudal as traditional historiography viewed it in this pathfinding study enrique semo offers a
fresh vision that the conflicting social formations of capitalism feudalism and tributary
despotism provided the basic dynamic of mexico s social and economic development
responding to questions raised by contemporary mexican society semo sees the origin of
both backwardness and development not in climate race or a heterogeneous set of
unrelated traits but rather in the historical interaction of each social formation in his
analysis mexico s history is conceived as a succession of socioeconomic formations each
growing within the womb of its predecessor semo sees the task of economic history to
analyze each of these formations and to construct models that will help us understand the
laws of its evolution his premise is that economic history contributes to our understanding
of the present not by formulating universal laws but by studying the laws of development
and progression of concrete economic systems the history of capitalism in mexico opens
with the conquest and concludes with the onset of the profound socioeconomic
transformation of the last fifty years of the colony a period clearly representing the
precapitalist phase of mexican development in the course of his discussion semo
addresses the role of dependency an important theoretical innovation and introduces the
concept of tributary despotism relating it to the problems of indian society and economy he
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also provides a novelexamination of the changing role of the church throughout mexican
colonial history the result is a comprehensive picture which offers a provocative alternative
to the increasingly detailed and monographic approach that currently dominates the writing
of history originally published as historia del capitalismo en mexico in 1973 this classic
work is now available for the first time in english it will be of interest to specialists in
mexican colonial history as well as to general readers

capitalism has been a controversial concept in the second half of the 20th century many
historians have either not used the concept at all or only in passing many regarded the
term as too broad holistic and vague or too value loaded ideological and polemic this
volume brings together leading scholars to explore why the term has recently experienced
a comeback and assess how useful the term can be in application to social and economic
history the contributors discuss whether and how the history of capitalism enables us to
ask new questions further explore unexhausted sources and discover new connections
between previously unrelated phenomena the chapters address case studies drawn from
around the world giving attention to europe africa and beyond this is a timely
reassessment of a crucial concept which will be of great interest to scholars and students
of economic history

this book addresses the historical relationship that has arisen between the concept of
capitalism and the idea of china formulated by european intellectuals in order to identify
the social formation in which they found themselves capitalism was portrayed as unique to
europe and as an organic outgrowth of western civilization in this way china was rejected
as a model of civilization and seen merely as despotic feudal or stagnant this eurocentric
judgement has hung over all subsequent thinking about china even influencing chinese
perceptions of their own history the aim of this collaborative project is to examine how the
experience of capitalism as a european social formation and as a world system has
shaped knowledge of china in addition the volume aims to establish new foundations on
which a theory of chinese society might be built in order to perceive and understand
chinese development in less eurocentric terms

a history of business with a tribute to businessmen

the conquest of the americas inaugurated the slow accumulation of resources and the
imperceptible structural transformations that culminated in the industrial revolution from
that moment on capitalism grew and expanded with a dynamism and adaptability even
profiting from wars and managing to rebound after a series of devastating economic crises
in this highly anticipated updated edition michel beaud extends one of the major strengths
of the original the interweaving of social political and economic factors in the context of
history which has been simultaneously economic and political and ideological
simultaneously national and multinational simultaneously liberating and oppressive
destructive and creative beaud provides an analysis of the developments of capitalism in
the last twenty years including globalization the accelerating speed of capital transfer and
the collapse of the soviet empire and the subsequent absorption of its population into the
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world market to whose benefit and at whose expense
a succinct introduction to the history of capitalism by the renowned political theorist

in the stages in the social history of capitalism henri pirenne masterfully traces the
evolution of capitalism from its rudimentary beginnings to its more sophisticated forms
through a meticulous analysis of historical contexts and economic structures pirenne
employs a clear and accessible prose style typical of early 20th century social science
literature his work is both a historical chronicle and a theoretical exploration emphasizing
the social implications of economic practices and the transformative impact of commerce
on european society all framed within a comprehensive socio political context henri
pirenne a prominent belgian historian active during a period of profound shifts in european
society draws upon his wide ranging expertise in medieval history and economics his
experiences during world war i and the subsequent societal transformations illuminated the
intricate relationships between economy culture and identity compelling him to examine
how capitalism shaped and was shaped by social forces this historical lens allows pirenne
to present capitalism as a living evolving phenomenon rather than a static framework for
readers interested in the interplay of economics and society pirenne s work offers
invaluable insights into the historical foundations of contemporary capitalism this book is a
must read for historians economists and anyone eager to understand the social
underpinnings of economic systems making it a pivotal addition to the library of those who
wish to unpack the complex legacies of capitalism in this enriched edition we have
carefully created added value for your reading experience a succinct introduction situates
the work s timeless appeal and themes the synopsis outlines the central plot highlighting
key developments without spoiling critical twists a detailed historical context immerses you
in the era s events and influences that shaped the writing a thorough analysis dissects
symbols motifs and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings reflection questions
prompt you to engage personally with the work s messages connecting them to modern
life hand picked memorable quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance
interactive footnotes clarify unusual references historical allusions and archaic phrases for
an effortless more informed read

few questions of history have as many contemporary political implications as this
deceptively simple one how did capitalism come to be in this clarifying work ellen meiksins
wood refutes most existing accounts of the origin of capitalism which she argues fail to
recognize capitalism s distinctive attributes as a social system making it seem a
culmination of a natural human inclination to sell and buy wood begins with searching
assessments of classical thinkers ranging from adam smith to max weber she then
explores the great marxist debates among writers such as paul sweezy maurice dobb
robert brenner perry anderson and e p thompson she concludes with her own account of
capitalism s agrarian origin challenging the association of capitalism with cities the
identification of capitalist with bourgeois and conceptions of modernity and postmodernity
derived from those assumptions only with a proper understanding of capitalism s
beginning wood concludes can we imagine the possibility of it ending
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humankind has evolved in many ways the basic reason for this evolution has been the
non stop urge for more innovation has helped humankind to facilitate living and increase
the standard of living too capitalism has served the same purpose it was by the way of
capitalism that a major part of the population was able to earn higher wages and increase
the standard of living capitalism has a long history this history has some positives and
some negatives based on the viewpoints of the various sections of the society capitalism
benefited the lower class by increasing their incomes but at the same time it reduced the
power of the upper class and the state the benefits that could be enjoyed only by the
landed gentry were now also being enjoyed by the poor and the landless there were
rebellions and resentments among both the sections but still capitalism has emerged as a
major economic system and it has been followed till date in many of the economies
capitalism took many forms and has evolved itself

a historical essay on old regimes and modern states in this lively and wide ranging book
ellen meiksins wood argues that what is supposed to have epitomized bourgeois
modernity especially the emergence of a modern state and political culture in continental
europe signaled the persistence of pre capitalist social property relations conversely the
absence of a modern state and political discourse in england testified to the presence of a
well developed capitalism the fundamental flaws in the british economy are not just the
symptoms of arrested development but the contradictions of the capitalist system itself
britain today wood maintains is the most thoroughly capitalist culture in europe

this book examines the historiography of nineteenth century slavery from the perspective
of the second slavery the concept of the second slavery emphasizes the relationship
between local histories and world economic transformations it breaks with conventional
narratives of slavery by emphasizing the expansion of reconfigured slaveries in extensive
new zones of commodity production in brazil cuba and the us south as part of world
economic processes of decolonization industrialization urbanization and the creation of
mass markets thus slavery was not a moribund institution capitalist modernity liberal
ideology and anti slavery from above or from below faced a vigorous foe that operated
within the very economic political and cultural premises of the changing 19th century world
this perspective offers an original approach to the history of slavery it has opened up
vigorous debates over slavery and anti slavery atlantic history and capitalism an
international group of scholars critically engage older traditions of scholarship on atlantic
history the economic history of slavery and the history of slavery in cuba brazil and the
united states from the perspective of the second slavery each chapter reinterprets its
subject matter in a way that opens out to dialogue between national historiographies and
to a reformulation of atlantic and world economic history this collection of essays
contributes to the development of a more productive conceptual framework for the
reconstruction and reinterpretation of the historical relation of slavery and world capitalism
during the nineteenth century

henry heller s short account of the history of capitalism combines marx s economic and
political thought with contemporary scholarship to shed light on the current capitalist crisis
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it argues that capitalism is an evolving mode of production that has now outgrown its
institutional and political limits the book provides an overview of the different historical
stages of capitalism underpinned by accessible discussions of its theoretical foundations
heller shows that capitalism has always been a double edged sword on one hand
advancing humanity and on the other harming traditional societies and our natural
environment he makes the case that capitalism has now become self destructive and that
our current era of neoliberalism may trigger a transition to a democratic and ecologically
aware form of socialism

in this short highly readable book the master of world systems theory provides a succinct
anatomy of capitalism over the past five hundred years considering the way capitalism has
changed and evolved over the centuries and what has remained constant he outlines its
chief characteristics in particular he looks at the emergence and development of a world
market and of labor in doing so he argues that capitalism has brought about immiseration
in the global south as long as they remain within a framework of world capitalism
wallerstein concludes the economic and social problems of developing countries will
remain unresolved historical capitalism published here with its companion essay capitalist
civilization is a concise compelling beginners guide to one of the most challenging and
influential assessments of capitalism as a world historic mode of production

the book sets out to explore the economic motivations of imperial expansion under
capitalism this undoubtedly is related to two fundamental research questions in economic
sciences first what factors explain the divergence in living standards across countries
under the capitalist economic system second what ensures internal and external stability
of the capitalist economic system the book adopts a unified approach to address these
guestions using the standard growth model it shows that improvements in living standards
are dependent on access to raw materials labour capital technology and perhaps most
importantly economies of scale empires ensure scale economy through guaranteed
access to markets and raw materials the stability of the system depends on growth and
distribution and it is not possible to have one without the other however the quest for
growth and imperial expansion implies that one empire invariably comes into conflict with
another this is perhaps the most unstable and potentially dangerous characteristic of the
capitalist system using extensive historical accounts the book shows that this inherent
tension can be best managed by acknowledging mutual spheres of influence within the
international system along the lines of the 1815 vienna congress this timely publication
addresses not only students and scholars of economics geography political science and
history but also general readers interested in a better understanding of economic
development international relations and the history of global capitalism
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