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using concepts such as mimicry interstice hybridity and liminality to argue that cultural
production is always at its most prolific when it is ambivalent the author proposes ideas

for rethinking identity social agency and national affiliation

in location of culture homi bhabha sets out the conceptual imperative and political
consistency of the post colonial intellectual project in a provocative series of essays
bhabha explains why the post colonial critique has altered forever the landscape of
postmodern discourse location of cultureexamines the displacement of the colonist s

ligitimizing cultural authority the margins of western civility put under colonial stress the
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complex cultural and political boundaries which exist between the spheres of gender race
class and sexuality the place of language psychic affect and narrative discourse in the
construction of social authority and cultural identity bhabha investigates a diverse range
of texts in a bold attempt to specify the moment and the place of both colonial and post
colonial perspectives he discusses writers such as toni morrison nadine gordimer and
salman rushdie historical documents such as those on the indian mutiny and by
missionaries race riots and nationhood and he builds on the work of important cultural

theorists such as frantz fanon and edward said

originally published in 1994 the earth humanity and god discusses the relationship
between science and religion the book discusses the condition of the earth as it was at
the time of publication and the future prospects of the planet arguing that neither the
conventional mechanistic view nor new age philosophy helps alone in evaluating our
relationship with the earth the book examines methods of combatting the threats to the
earth exploring both a scientific and non scientific stance investigating the uncontrolled
expansion of technology as well as empirical pre scientific mysticism the book also
explores the resurgence in ancient ideas of mother earth as a dangerous piece of
romantic irrationality and suggests that these views pose a danger to religious scientific
examinations the book suggests instead a hard headed attempt to relate biblical and
scientific data and that this in turn can yield a valuable new understanding of the

problems facing the world

homi k bhabha s 1994 the location of culture is one of the founding texts of the branch
of literary theory called postcolonialism while postcolonialism has many strands at its
heart lies the question of interpreting and understanding encounters between the
western colonial powers and the nations across the globe that they colonized
colonization was not just an economic military or political process but one that radically
affected culture and identity across the world it is a field in which interpretation comes
to the fore and much of its force depends on addressing the complex legacy of colonial
encounters by careful sustained attention to the meaning of the traces that they left on
colonized cultures what bhabha s writing like so much postcolonial thought shows is that
the arts of clarification and definition that underpin good interpretation are rarely the
same as simplification indeed good interpretative clarification is often about pointing out
and dividing the different kinds of complexity at play in a single process or term for
bhabha the object is identity itself as expressed in the ideas colonial powers had about
themselves in his interpretation what at first seems to be the coherent set of ideas
behind colonialism soon breaks down into a complex mass of shifting stances yielding
something much closer to postcolonial thought than a first glance at his sometimes

dauntingly complex suggests
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36 000 copies sold new preface by the author influenced all major scholarship in post
colonial studies since publication one of the bestselling routledge titles of the last decade

will form part of the literary studies list s post colonial promotion this autumn
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to the fore and much of its force depends on addressing the complex legacy of colonial
encounters by careful sustained attention to the meaning of the traces that they left on
colonized cultures what bhabha s writing like so much postcolonial thought shows is that
the arts of clarification and definition that underpin good interpretation are rarely the
same as simplification indeed good interpretative clarification is often about pointing out
and dividing the different kinds of complexity at play in a single process or term for
bhabha the object is identity itself as expressed in the ideas colonial powers had about
themselves in his interpretation what at first seems to be the coherent set of ideas
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something much closer to postcolonial thought than a first glance at his sometimes

dauntingly complex suggests

museum exhibits public music performances sports art festivals these events and spaces
are truly immediate while media might be involved these phenomena are wholly different
from broadcast mass media objects this text interrogates these events and spaces in

order to discover the ways in which they affect subjectivity

although the asia pacific region occupies a prominent place in geopolitical thinking little is
available to readers concerning the resistant communities and cultures of pacific and
asian peoples this book fills that gap by documenting the efforts of diverse indigenous
cultures to claim and reimagine asia pacific as a space for their own cultural production
by presenting essays poems and memoirs by prominent asia pacific writers that resist
appropriation by transnational capitalism through the articulation of autonomous local
identities and counter histories of place and community in addition cultural critics
spanning several locations and disciplines deconstruct representations particularly those
on film and in novels that perpetuate asia pacific as a realm of euroamerican fantasy this
collection offers a new perception of the asia pacific region by presenting the pacific not
as a paradise or vast emptiness but as a place where living struggling peoples have

constructed contemporary identities out of a long history of hegemony and resistance
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back cover

brian friel is ireland s most important living playwright and this book places him in the
new canon of postcolonial writers drawing on the theory and techniques of the major
postcolonial critics f ¢ mcgrath offers fresh interpretations of friel s texts and of his place
in the tradition of linguistic idealism in irish literature this idealism has dominated ireland
s still incomplete emergence from its colonial past it appeals to irish writers like friel who
following in a line from yeats synge and o casey challenge british culture with
antirealistic antimirnetic devices to create alternative worlds histories and new identities
to escape stereotypes imposed by the colonizers friel grew up in northern ireland s
catholic minority and now lives in the irish republic mcgrath maintains that all friel s work
is marked by colonial and postcolonial structures like his predecessor wilde friel mixes
lies facts memories and individual perception to create new myths and elevates blarney
to a realm of aesthetic and philosophical distinction an important accessible scholarly
introduction this book illustrates how friel playfully subverts the english language and
transcends british influence friel s reality is constructed from personal fiction and it is his

liberating response to oppression
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